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ANNUAL MINUTES OF THE

CONFERENCE AND CHURCH SOCIETY OFFICERS,
COMMITTEES, ETC.

CONFERENCE OFFICERS.

Presiding Bishop.—Stephen M. Merrill, D. D., LL., D.

Secretary.—A. S. Mowbray, Newport, Del.

Assistant Secretaries.—W. A. Wise, Z, H. Webster.

Journalist—John D. Rigg.

Statistical Secretary.—W. R. Mowbray, Smyrna, Del.

Assistants.—Asbury .Burke, W. W. Sharp, H. C. Turner, G. P. Jones, F. B:
Short, F. F. Carpenter, T. B. Cooper.

Treasurer.—C. A. Grise, Georgetown, Del.

Assistants—A. G. Cox, R. K. Stephenson, R, I. Watkins, H. S. Goldey,
] P: - Otis.

CONFERENCE MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

President, T. Mallalieu; First Vice-President, C. F, Sheppard; Second Vice-
President, Dr. A. E. Sudler; Secretary, F. C. McSorley ; Treasurer, A. G. Cox,
Esq.

MANAGERS.

Ministerial —1. L. Wood, W. L. S. Murray, F. C. McSorley, C. F. Sheppard,
R. W. Todd, W. W. W. Wilson, George A. Phoebus, E. P. Roberts, C. A. Grise,
W. J. DuHadway.

Lay.—John Hutton, Geo. W. Todd, L. A, C. Gerry, I. T. Matthews, T-
Mallalieu, A. E. Sudler, M. D., Albert Cowgill, Alfred G. Cox, L. E. P. Dennis,
J. F. Dawson.

Annual meeting of managers at 2 P. M., on day of Anniversary.

CONFERENCE BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION.
President, J. B. Quigg; Vice-President, Joshua H. Marvil; Secretary, T.
E. Martindale ; Treasurer, J. H. Hoffecker.
MANAGERS,
W. L. S. Murray, J. D. C. Hanna, C, A. Hill, W. H. Thompson, Jos. Pyle,
J. M. Elliott, Ex-Officio Members, the Presiding Elders.
BOARD OF CHURCH LOCATION.

Dover Districe.—W. L. S. Murray, P. H. Rawlins, H. P. Cannon, W. F.
Causey.

»

WILMINGTON CONFERENCE. 9

Easton District.—E. E. White, J. D. Kemp, R. M. Cooper, Joseph Smithers.

Salisbury District.—Z. H.Webster, E. H. Miller, E. S. Furbush, John Simmons.

Wilmington District.—T. E. Terry, John France, Eli Mendinhall, G. W.
Todd.

7o Preack Missionary Sermon.—W. J. Du Hadway ; alternate, C. S. Baker.

TRUSTEES WILMINGTON CONFERENCE ACADEMY.

Ministerial—1894.—-C. A. Grise, E. L. Hubbard, C. 'N. Prettyman, J. T. Van
Burkalow. 1895.—R. W. Todd, J. B. Quigg, N. M. Browne, J. E. Bryan.
1896.—T. B. Hunter, W. L. S. Murray, Alfred Smith, T. E. Terry. 1897.—T. E.
Martindale, J. France, J. H. Caldwell, R. H. Adams, W. E. Avery.

Lay—1894.—Hon. E. Saulsbury,* T, J. Shallcross, T. W. Eliason, Jr., C. H. B.
Day. 1896.—W. H. Jackson, Albert Cowgill, Dr. A, E. Sudler, I. T. Matthews_
Wm. Dyer. 189g8.—Hon. B. T. Biggs, Joseph Pyle, E. W. Cooper, M:D., ]
Hersey Hall. 190oo.—Samuel Wharton, E, M. Stevenson, Thomas Mallalieu, L.
S. Melson.

MANAGERS CONFERENCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Ministerial—B. F. Price, President; J. H. Caldwell, First Vice-President;
I. S. Willis, Second Vice-President ; ]. E. Bryan, T. E. Martindale, H. S. Thomp-
son, Jas. A. Brindle, A. Stengle, R. W. Todd, Cor. Secretary; C. F. Sheppard,
Rec. Secretary.

Lay.—I1. T. Matthews, Third Vice-President; Dr. R. J. Price, W. H. Thomp-
son, L. E. Mumford, H. C. Conrad, L. A. C. Gerry, T. W, Eliason, ]Jr., W. H.
Dashiell, John Tyler, William H. Foulke, Custodian.

CONFERENCE STEWARDS,

Ministers.—Wilmington District, J. E. Bryan; Easton, S. J. Morris; Dover,
P. H. Rawlins ; Salisbury, C. F, Sheppard.

Lay.—Wilmington District, T. ]J. Vanneman; Easton, J. H. Hoffecker ;
Dover, T, B. Coursey ; Salisbury, T. H. Williams,

BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS.

Ministers—The Presiding Elders, T. E. Martindale, John B. Quigg, W. W.
W. Wilson.

Lay.—]. T. Mullin, Wilmington, Del.; R. M. Cooper, Cheswold, Del.; T. J.
Stevenson, Dover, Del.; J. W. Denny, Smyrna, Del.; Jos. Smithers, Symrna,
Del.: A. G. Cox, Middletown, Del.; Dr. A. E. Sudler, Sudlersville, Md.; J. E.
Ellegood, Salisbury, Md.: Dr. E. W. Cooper, Camden, Del.

BOARD OF DEACONESS’ WORK.
J. Y. Dobbins, I. L. Wood, T. E. Terry, L. E. Barrett, J. Taylor Gause, Joseph
Pyle, Mrs. Emma L. Weldin, Mrs. Job Jackson, Mrs. J. B. Quigg.

;l)lz;d March zm;, ngl:,j
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STANDING COMMITTEES.

Public Worship—The pastors of Middletown and Odessa, and the P. E. of
Easton District .

Education—]. Y. Dobbins, W. L. S. Murray, W. E. Avery, O. S. Walton.

Bible Society—]. M. Lindale, R. T. Coursey, F. J. Cochran, T. B. Hunter.

S. S. and Tracts—]. H. Howard, W. O. Hurst, G. W. Bounds, E. E. White,
G. W. Bowman, W. B. Guthrie, G. P. Jones, E. S. Mace, Frank Fletcher.

Temperance and Prohibition—C. S. Baker, T. E. Terry, F. C. McSorley, N
S. Collins,

W. F. M. Society—A. P. Prettyman, W, W. W. Wilson, W, W. Chaires, S.
N. Pilchard.

W. H. M. Society—T. A, H. O'Brien, T. H. Haynes, E. H. Miller, W.E.
Tomkinson.

F. A. and S. E. Society—]. T. VanBurkalow, W. G. Koons, E. H. Derrick-
son, H; C. Turner. :

Miss. St., Loc. Fr. and P. O.—]. M. Mitchell, G. E. Wood, G. S. Conoway:
Asbury Burke.

Sabbath Observance—I, L. Wood, R. 1. Watkins, G, W. Burke, H. W. Ewing.

Missions—Presiding Elders.

Necessitous Cases—The Board of Stewards.

Periodicals—H. S. Thompson, E. P. Roberts, T. C. Smoot, D. H. Corkran.

Churck Ext—W. P. Compton, E. C. Atkins, S, M. Morgan, Jr., Albert
Chandler. ;

Epworth League—C. T. Wyatt, Isaac Jewell, R. K. Stephenson, A. Green.

Stewards Endowment Fund—T. E. Martindale, J. A. Arters, Robert Watt, J.
O. Sypherd, C. A. Grise, Wm. Taylor, Wm. H. Jackson, H. S. Goldey, Joseph
Smithers.

Ministerial Qualifications—]. W. Easley, T. H. Haynes, C. A. Hill, J. B.
Quigg, Adam Stengle, R. W. Todd. :

Class Meetings—T. E. Martindale, T. S, Williams, C. W. Prettyman, W. J.
DuHadway.

Camp Meetings—A. D. Davis, R. H. Adams, J. D. C. Hanna, J. W. Easley,
G. W, Townsend.

Transfers—E. L. Hubbard, J. H. Howard, W. W. W. Wilson, W. L. S.
Murray. ;
7o Audit Accounts—]. O, Sypherd, J. D. Kemp, J. B. Quigg.

To Formulate a Plan of Systematic Examination—W. ]J. DuHadway, V. 5.
Collins, T. E. Martindale, C. A. Hill, J. D. C. Hanna.

Delegates to World's Congress of Temperance—C. A. Hill, F. C. McSorley,
Alfred Smith, Geo. W, Todd.

On Temperance Alliance Leagues—Presiding Elders, J. B. Quigg, V7S,
Collins, W. L. S. Murray, Warren Burr.

VISITING COMMITTEES.

To Dickinson College.—S. M. Morgan, Jr, 1. L. Wood, ]J. T. VanBurkalow,
James H. Baker, H. C. Conrad, Walter H. Thompson,

-
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To the Woman's College of Baltimore.—H. W. Ewing, R. L. Watkins, H. C.

Turner, W. M. Field, L E. P. Dennis and J. Hersey Hall.

7o Boston University.—lsaac Jewell, Henry Thompson, W. E. Tomkinson.

To Conference Academy —W. G. Koons, R. K. Stephenson, J. H. Howard,
Enoch Moore, Chas. F. Richards.

7o Drew Seminary.—C. W. Prettyman, Robt. Watt, John Y. Dobbins.

To Morgan College.—L. W. Layfield, E. H. Hynson, H., S. Dulany.

To Princess Anne Academy—R. W. Todd, R. K. Stephenson, T. A. H.
O'Brien.

COMMITTEES OF EXAMINATION.

Admission on Tvial—English Branches, J. D. Rigg; Scripture History
and Discipline, S. J. Morris; “Men and Books” and Written Sermon, e o 1
Howard; American Methodism and Catechism, J. E. Graham ; Life of Wesley
and U. S. History, G. T. Alderson.

First Year—Biblical Theology and Christian Perfection, W. P. Compton;
Exegetical Studies in the Pentateuch and Systematic Theology, V. S. Collins;
Theory of Preaching, Sermon and Essay, W. E. Avery; Outlines of Universal
History, The Voice, C. T. Wyatt.

Second Vear.—Biblical Theology, R. T. Coursey; Exegetical Studies in the
Gospels, J. T. VanBurkalow; Atonement in Christ and Written Sermon, J. A.
Arters: The Sacraments, Outlines of Universal History, L. P. Corkran; The
Principles of Rhetoric, Lessons in Logic, Adam Stengle.

Third Vear.—Exegetical Studies in Isaiah, E. S. Mace; Studies in Theology,
H. S. Thompson; Biblical Hermaneutics, 1. L. Wood ; History of the Christian
Church, E. E. White ; Elements of Psychology, E. P. Roberts; Written Sermon
and Essay, H. S. Thompson.

Fourth Vear.—Exegetical Studies, Sermons and Essays, W. T. Valiant;
Theological Encyclopedia, J. P. Otis; Philosophy of Theism, J. W. Easley ; But-
ler's Anology, E. C. Macnichol; Systematic Theology, Robert Watt. _

ZLocal Deacons.—E. H. Nelson, W. F. Dawson, Wilmer Jaggard, L. W. Lay-
field.

Local Elders—T. S. Williams, J, M. Mitchell, W. J. DuHadway, J. M.
Collins.

CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION.

This certifies that on Sunday, March 19, 1893, in Middletown, Del., I or-
dained the following persons to the office of Deacons in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, namely: Edwin Gardner, Francis B. Short, Joseph Geoghegan, George
P. Jones, William Hamilton, Charles Norstrom, John B. Roberts, John P. Outten,
William J. Tindal.

Also, that at the same time and place, assisted by several Elders present, I
ordained James E. Graham, Truston C. Smoot and Thomas F, Tabler to the office

of Elders.
S. M. MERRILL.
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RULES OF ORDER.

S 3 . DUTIES OF THE PKESIDENT.

L. The President shall call the Conference to order, punctually, at all times deter-
mined upon for the opening of its sessions, have each opened by appropriate devotional
exercises, and see that all the business pertaining to the Conference shall be brought for-
ward and transacted in a proper and orderly manner, according to the provisions of the
Dlscnpllne and the Rules of the Conference.

.z.. He shall preserve order in all of the proceedings, holding speakers strictly to the
Sueauon, and call them to order when they wander from the point, violate the Rules of
rde(. or use any improper language.
3. He shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the Conference by
any two members.
_4. He shall appoint all committees not otherwise provided for.
5. When two or more members claim the floor at the same time, he shall declde who
is entitled thereto.

II. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.
1. The Secretary shall keep a fair and correct record of all the proceedings of the
g:;:;ereuee, to be read at the opening of each session, subject to correction by the Confer-

2. He shall carefully preserve the journal and papers of the Conference placed in his
custody, and shall not allow any person but a member to examine the same nor allow any
one to take a transcript from either, without the permission of the Conference; he shall
produce the journals and papers at each annual session, and see that the same be for-
warded to the General Conference,

3. In an appendix prepared for that purpose, he shall record all reporls and docu-
ments ordered upon record by the Conference, and all documents so recorded shall be re-
ferred to on the journal,

III. DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERS.

1. Each member of the Conference wlll be expected and required to be present at the
opening of each session to participate in the devotional exercises, unless unavoidably de-
f;;g:d; and no member may absent himself, without leave, from the seat of the Confer-

2. When a member would speak on any question, he shall arise in his place and re-
spectfully address the President; refrain from all personalities and discourteous lan-
guage; and no member shall speak more than once on the same question until every
other member who so desires shall have spoken (except, simply to explain when misrep-
resented), nor shall any one speak longer than fifteen minutes without the consent of the
Conference,

. 3. When a member is called to order by the President, or by any member through
him, he shall take his seat until the point of order is decided by the President.
Any member may call for the division of the question, which shall be granted
when, in the judgment of the President, the same will admit of it.

5. When.a question has been decided by a vote of Conference, any member who may
have voted with the majority, may move for a reconsideration of the same,

6. It shall be in order for any member, during the discussion of any proposition
before the:yConfeyence (except in the examination of character) to move the *‘ previous
question,” and if such motion is seconded by a majority of the members present, the
yuestion shall be immediately put.

7. Any member may demand the ‘yeas and nays’” upon any question, and if ONE-
g;‘g;{ of the members present, and voting, shall second such demand, the vote shall be

8. Any member may object to the reading of a paper, and when such objection is
made the reading shall be dispensed, with unless the Conference, without debate, shall
otherwise order, 5

9. No motion, unless seconded, shall be entertained ; and all motions and resolutions
shall be reduced to writing by the member presenting them, if so desired by the President,
Secretary or any member of the Conference.

10. When a motion is made, seconded and entertained by the President, it shall be in
possession of the Conference, but it may be withdrawn at any time by the, mover with the
consent of the seconder before a decision is had thereon, or an amendment entertained by
the President.

a 1. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, except when a member has the
oor, fyhe-n such a motion cannot be made without his consent.

12. In discussing the reports of committees, the chairman of the committee whose
report is under consideration, or such members of the same as the committee may agree
upon, shall be entitled to close the debate.

IV. QUESTIONS TO BE TAKEN WITHOUT DEBATE.

}.— \1l motions.simply, to adjourn.

2.—All motions to lay on the table.

3.—Motions on the *‘ previous question.”

é.-—Demaud for the “ yeas and nays.”

5.—All appeals from the decisions of the President.

6 —All motions for extension of time, either of a member on the floor, or the session
of Conference,

7.—All motions to re-commit.

8.—All motions to place documents, reports, or other papers on record.

All questions that may arise in the course of Conference proceedings, not determin-
able by these Rules of Order, shall be determined by the President,“in accordance with
established parliamentary law subject to appeal to the Conference.

WILMINGTON OCONFERENCE.

DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.

Who have been Received by Transfer. and from what Conferenees?
James H. Wilson, from Virginia Conference.
Who have been Re-admitted?
None.
Who have been Received on Credentials, and from what Churches ?
None.
Who have been Received on Trial?
1. In Studies of First Year?
Wm. P. Townsend, Wm. L. White, Harry A. G. Westerfield, Oliver W
Devenish, John P. Outten.
2. In Studies of Third Year?
None,
5. Who have been Continued on Trial?
7. In Studies of First Year?
[ 2 \V..Strickland, F. E. McKinsey.
2. In Studies of Second Year.
W. H. Benford, Thos. B. Cooper, W. S. H. Williams, Van P. Northrup, Wm.
O. Hurst, Theo. F. Beauchamp, W. H. S. Loller, John D. Lecates, Elmer L.
Cross and Wm. P. Taylor.
3. In Studies of Third Year.
None.
4. In Studies of Fourth Year.
None.
Who have been Discontinuned?
None.
7. Who have been Admitted into Full Membership?
Mark E. Bowman, Henry C. Turner, Edwin Gardner, Elmer L. Cross,
Francis B. Short, Jos. H. Geoghegan, George P. Jones.
1. Elected and ordained Deacons this year.
Edwin Gardner, F. B. Short, Jos. H. Geoghegan, G. P. Jones, Elmer L.
Cross.
2. Elected and ordained Deacons previously.
Mark E. Bowman, Henry C. Turner.
S. What Members are in studies of Third Year?
1. Admitted into Full Membership this Year.
Mark E. Bowman, Henry C. Turner, Francis B. Short, Joseph H. Geoghe-
gan, George P. Jones, Edwin Gardner, Elmer L. Cross.
2. Admitted into Full Membership Previously.
Geo. W. Bounds, Jas. W, Fogle, Aloycius Green, Julius P. West.
9. What Members are in studies of Fourth Year?
M. D. Nutter, J. A. Brewington.
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10. What Members have completed the Conference Course of Study ?

Jas. E. Graham, Truston C. Smoot, Thos. F. Tabler, Samuel R. Maxwell.

1. Elected and ordained Elders this year.

james E. Graham, Truston C. Smoot, Thos. F. Tabler.

2. Elected and ordained Elders previously.

Samuel R. Maxwell.

What others have been elected and ordained Deacons ?

1. As Local Preachers.

Wm. Hamilton, Chas, Norstrom, John B. Roberts, Jno. P. Outten, Wm. J.
Tindal, Levin T. McLain.

2. Under Missionary Rule.

None.

2. What others have been elected and ordained Elders?

7. As Local Deacons.

None.

2. Under Missionary Rule.

None.

13. Was the character of each Preacher examined?

This was strictly done in open Conference.

14. Who have been Transferred and to what Conferences?

John A. B. Wilson to N. Y. E. Conference ; Clarence T. Wilson to Arkansas
Conference; Joseph S. Moore to New Jersey Conference.

15. Who have Died ?

Chas. Hill, Jas. L. Houston, Alfred T. Melvin, Alfred A. Fisher, Wm. B.
Gregg, Joseph Robinson, George Barton.

16. Who have been Located at their own request?

Mark E, Bowman.

17. Who have been Located?
None.
. Who have Withdrawn?

George P. Smith.

. Who have been permitted to Withdraw under Charges or Complaints ?

None. /

. Who have been Expelled?

None.

. What other Personal Notation should be made ?

None.

23, Who are the Supernumerary Preachers?

A. T. Scott, W. F. Talbot, J. B. Merritt, T. E, Bell, W. E. England, J. W.
Poole, J. W. Hammersley, G. W. Wilcox, J. H. Caldwell, J. D. Rigg, R. C.
Jones, W. L. P. Bowen.

23. Who are the Superannuated Preachers ?

George Barton,* G. A. Phoebus, Jas. Esgate, Henry Sanderson, Jas. A,
Brindle, Jas. Hubbard, C. J. Hammitt, W. W. Redman, Wm. B, Walton
24. Who are the Triers of Appeals? A

Adam Stengle, J. W. Easley, J. T. VanBurkalow, E. C. Atkins, John
France, W. L. S. Murray, J. A. Arters.

#Died during the session of the Conference.

WILMINGTON

CONFERENCE.

What is the Statistical Report for this year?

See tables.

. What is the aggregate of the Benevolent Collections as reported by

the Conference Treasurer?

$48,332.

. What are the Claims on the Conference Fund ?

3‘4!500'

What has been Received on these Claims, and how has it been Applied ?
#7,879 applied to Conference claimants by vote of the Conference.
29. Where are the Preachers Stationed?

Wilmington District.

" L. E. BARRETT, Presiding Elder.

Bethel and Summit, T. B. Hunter.

Charlestown, T. H. Harding.

Cherry Hill and Union, W. T.
Valiant.

Chesapeake City, Wilmer Jaggard.

Chester, E. S. Mace.

Christiana, supply, T. G. Eiswald,

Claymont, G. E. Wood.

Delaware City, A. P. Prettyman.

Elk Neck, Edwin Gardner.

Elkton and Crouch’s, I. L. Wood.

Hockessin and Ebenezer, J. O. Syp-
herd.

Hopewell, B. F. Price.

Marshallton and Stanton, C, H. Wil-
liams.

Mt. Lebanon and Union, James Con-
ner.

Mt. Pleasant, W. E. Tomkinson.

Newark and Wesley, W, J. DuHad-
way.

New Castle, T. E. Martindale.

Newport and Elsmere, A. S. Mow-
bray.

North East. W. G. Koons.

Perryville, W. P. Taylor.

Port Deposit, H. W. Ewing.

Port Penn, supply, D. J. Givan.

Red Lion and Glasgow, W, P, Town-
send.

Rising Sun and Sylmar, J. E. Bryan.

Rowlandville and Mt. Pleasant, sup-
ply, James Purnell.

St. Georges, Julius Dodd.

Wilmington.

Asbury, J. D. C. Hanna.

Brandywine, ]J. P. Otis.

Cookman, W. L. White.

East Lake and Edge Moor, supply,

E. C. Young.

Epworth, Isaac Jewell.

Grace, J. Y. Dobbins.

Harrison Street, F. B. Short.

Kingswood, H. S. Dulany.

Madely, D. F. Waddell.

Mt. Salem, S. M. Morgan, Jr.

St. Paul's, T. E. Terry.

Scott, John France.

Silverbrook, W. A. Wise.

Swedish Mission, supply, Charles

Norstrom.

Union, E L. Hubbard.

Wesley, J. B. Quigg.
Zion, L. W, Layfield.

J. P West and H. A. G. Wester-
field left without appointment to at-
tend one of our schools,

Easton District,

ALFRED SMITH, Presiding Elder.
Appoquinimink, E. H, Hynson.
Bayside, F. E. McKinsey,
Cecilton, D. H. Corkran.
Centreville, V. S. Collins,

» Cheswold, T. K. Vandyke.

Chestertown, J. W. Easley.
Church Hill, E. E. White.
Clayton, H. C. Turner.
Cordova, J. M. Lindale.
Crumpton, supply, John Boehm.
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Easton, W. E. Avery.

Galena, E. H. Nelson.

Greensboro, J. A. Arters.

Hillsboro, W. W. Sharp.

Ingleside, W. M. Warner.

Kent Island, Frank Fletcher.

Kenton, J. M. Collins.

Marydel, Albert Chandler.

Middletown, N. M. Browne.

Millington, G. W. Burke.

Odessa, R. 1. Watkins.

Oxford, J. W. Fogle.

Piney Neck, supply, W. M. Lister.

Pomona, J. F. Anderson.

Queenstown, W. O. Hurst.

Rock Hall, Robert Roe.

Royal Oak, 0. W. Devenish.

St. Michael’s, S. J. Morris.

Salem and Morgan's Creek, supply,
C. S. York.

Sassafras and Massey's, supply, Wil-
liam Thompson.

Smyrna, Adam Stengle.

Smyrna Circut, W. R. Mowbray,

still Pond, J. D. Kemp.

Sudlersville, C. ¥. Sheppard.

Talbot Circuit, J. T. Prouse.

Tilghman'’s Island, J. D. Lecates.

Townsend, F. F. Carpenter.

Trappe. G. S. Conoway.

Union, J. B. Merritt.

Wye and Star, W. H. S. Loller.
W. W. W. Wilson, editor of The

Methodist.

Dover District.

R. H. ApaAMs, Presiding Elder.
Beckwith, M. D. Nutter.
Bridgeville, W. P. Compton
Burrsville, J. E. Graham.
Cambridge, F. C. McSorley.
Camden, I. G. Fosnocht.
Cannon, T. S. Williais.

Church Creek Circuit, D. H. Willis,
Crapo, W. W. Chaires.
Denton, G. W. Townsend.

Dorchester, supply, L B. Kirby.

Dover, Wesley, W. L. S. Murray.
Armory, J. H. Geoghegan.

East Newmarket, Asbury Burke.

Ellendale, supply, L. T. McLain.

Elliott’s Island, C. W. Strickland.

Farmington, W. M. Green.

Federalsburg, G. T. Alderson.

Felton, H. S. Thompson.

Frederica, S. R. Maxwell.

Galestown, J. T. Van Burkalow.

Georgetown, C. A. Grise.

Georgetown Circuit, A. D. Davis.

Greenwood, Aloycius Green.

Harrington, P. H. Rawlins.

Hooper’s Island, supply, B. Wheatley.

Houston, to be supplied.

Hurlock's, T. B. Cooper.

Lakesville, supply, C. H. Clapham.

Leipsic, T. C. Smoot.

Lewes, J. H. Howard.

Lincoln, T. H. Haynes.

Little Creek, supply, A. C. Jones.

Magnolia, W. F. Dawson.

Milford, Robert Watt.

Milton, E. P. Roberts.

Nassau, J. S. Wickline.

Preston, J. H. Wilson.

Salem, supply, John Sewell.

Seaford and Bladesville, C. W. Pretty-
man.

Vienna, J. A. Brewington.

Williamsburg, J. P. Outten.

Williston, T. F. Tabler.

Woodside, W. H. Benford.

Wyoming, George W. Bowman.

Zoar, supply, W. J. Tindal.

J.R. Todd and E. L. Cross, Professors
in Conference Academy, Wesley
Church quarterly conference.

Salisbury District.

W. F. CORKRAN, Presiding Elder.
Annamessex, O. S. Walton.
Asbury, C. S. Baker.

Barren Creek, supply, Eben Welsh.

Berlin, W. R. McFarlane.

Bethel, Edward Davis.

Bishopville, supply, Luther Poole.

Cape Charles City, G. W. Bounds.

Chincoteague, G. P. Jones.

Crisfield, R. K. Stephenson.

Deal’s Island, C. T. Wyatt,

Delmar, L. P. Corkran,

Fairmount, T. A. H. O'Brien.

Frankford, C. P. Swain.

Fruitland, T. N. Given.

Girdle Tree, J. D. Reese.

Gumboro, W. B. Guthrie.

Holland’s Island, supply, C. W. Matt-
hews.

Laurel, S. N, Pilchard.

Millsborb, James Carroll.

Mt. Pleasant, W. S. H. Williams.

Mt. Vernon, E. H. Derrickson.

—Nanticoke, F. J. Cochran.

Newark, supply, J. R. Campbell.
New Church, supply, J. W. Minner.
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Onancock, E. C. Atkins.

Parksley, supply, N, P. Johnson.

Parsonsburg, supply, W. R. Gwinn.

Pocomoke City, E. C. Macnichol.

Pocomoke Circuit, supply, W. N.
Conway.

Powellville, supply, G. W. Hastings.

Princess Anne, R. W. Todd.

Quantico, J. M. Mitchell.

Quindocqua, V. P. Northrup.

Roxanna, G. L. Hardesty.

Reed’s Wharf, to be supplied.

St. Peter's, Warren Burr.

Salisbury, C. A. Hill.

Selbyville, T. F. Beauchamp.

Sharptown, N. McQuay.

Smith’s Island, J. W. Gray.

Snow Hill, R. T. Coursey.

Somerset, D. F. McFaull.

Stockton, to be supplied.

Tangier, Z. H. Webster.

Westover, C. K, Morris.

Whitesville, E. H. Miller.

30. Where shall the nexv Conference be held ?

Salisbury, Md.
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. Thomas Bowman, D. D LL. D., 3966 Delmar avenue, St. Louis, Mo.

. Randolph S. Foster, D. D. LL. D., Roxbury, Mass.

. Stephen M. Merrill, D. D. LL. D., 57 Washington street, Chicago, Il

. Edward G. Andrews, D. 1. LL. D., 150 Fifth avenue, New York.

. Henry W. Warren, D. D. LL. D., University Park, Colorado.

. Cyrus D. Foss, D. D. LL. D., 2043 Arch street, Philadelphia, Pa.

. John F. Hurst, D. D. LL. D., Washington, D. C.

. William X. Ninde, D. D. LL. D., Detroit, Michigan.

. John M. Walden, D. D. LL. D., 190 West Fourth street, Cincinnati, Ohio.
. Willard F. Mallalieu, D. D. LL. D., Buffalo, N. Y.

. Chas. H. Fowler, D. D. LL. D., 1115 Nicollet avenue, Minneapolis, Minn.
. John H. Vincent, D. D. LL. D., Topeka, Kansas.

. James N. Fitzgerald, D. D. LL. D., 1428 St. Charles avenue, New Orleans.
. Isaac W. Joyce, D. D. LL. D., Chattanooga, Tenn.

. John P, Newman, D. D. LL. D., Omaha, Neb.

. Daniel A. Goodsell, D. D. LL. D., 1037 Market street, San Francisco, Cal.
. William Taylor, D. D. LL. D., Vivi, Congo, Africa.

. James M. Thoburn, D. D. LL. D,, Calcutta, India.
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JOURNAL.

The twenty-fifth session of the Wilmington Annual Conference of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church convened in Bethesda Church, Middletown, Delaware,
Wednesday morning March 15, 1893, at g o’clock.

The devotional exercises were conducted by L. E. Barrett; the 726th hymn
was sung ; Conference was led in prayer by W. L. S. Murray. After the sing?ng
of the 319th hymn the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administerod, during
which Bishop Stephen M. Merrill, D.D., LL. D., took the chair, closing the
services with the appropriate ritual and prayer.

At g.55 the Conference proceeded to organization. The Secretary of the la.?t
session called the roll, and 142 members and probationers answered to their
names.

On motion of T. E. Martindale the Conference proceeded to the election of
its officers by acclamation.

J. B. Quigg nominated A. S. Mowbray for Secretary and he was re-elected.

V. S. Collins nominated W. R. Mowbray as Statistical Secretary and he was
re-elected.

A. D. Davis nominated C. A. Grise as Conference Treasurer, and he was
re-elected. Upon direction of the Conference, the Secretary nominated as his
assistants, J. D. Rigg, W. A. Wise, Z. H. Webster, and they were elected.

The Statistical Secretary nominated as his assistants Asbury Burke, W. W.
Sharp, H. C. Turner, C. W. Strickland, G. P. Jones, F. B. Short, F. F. Carpenter,
T. B. Cooper, and they were elected.

Conference Treasurer nominated as his assistants A. G. Cox, R. K. Stephen-
son, R. I. Watkins, H. S. Goldey, J. P. Otis, and they were elected.

The time for meeting and adjournment of Conference was fixed at 8.30 and
12 o'clock, the first half-hour to be spent in devotional services.

The bar of the Conference was fixed at the middle of the third window from
the pulpit. :

On motion of Alfred Smith the Conference appointed the usual standing com-
mittees. (See List.) .

At the suggestion of the Bishop the Conference appointed the following a
Committee on Class-Meetings :—

T. E. Martindale, C. W, Prettyman, W. J. DuHadway.

On motion of R. H. Adams, a committee on camp meetings was appointed
as follows: A. D. Davis, R. H. Adams, J. D. C. Hanna, G. W. Townsend, J. W.
Easley,

E. L. Hubbard moved the appointment of a committee on transfers. The
motion was adopted,by a count vote of 53to 32. The following were then ap-
pointed : E. L. Hubbard, J. H. Howard, W. W. W. Wilson, W. L. S. Murray.
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J. F. Anderson was appointed by the Conference to solicit subscribers to The
Methodist Review.

J. E. Bryan, S. J. Morris, P. H. Rawlins, C. F. Sheppard were elected Con-
ference Stewards, the Secretary casting the ballot of the Conference.

Certain communications were presented by the Bishop and referred to the
appropriate Committees.

Wm E. Tomkinson moved Section 3, Paragraph g, of the Rules of Order,
be amended by the substitution of the words *‘the prevailing side,” for the
word ‘majority,” which was lost by a count vote of 19 to 42.

A. B. Sanford, D. D., Assistant Editor of The Methodist Review and Edwin
A. Schell, A. M. Secretary of The Epworth League, were introduced and ad-
dressed the Conference respecting their work.

On motion of J. D. Rigg the collection of reports and moneys was made the
order of the day at 11 o’clock this morning.

The Thirteenth Question, “ Was the character of each preacher examined ?”
was called: The character of L. E. Barrett, Presiding Elder of Wilmington
District, was passed, and he read the report of his work. .

The order of the day was then taken up, the reports and moneys were handed
in and the Statistical Secretary and Treasurer, with their assistants were per-
mitted to retire.

J. D. Rigg presented the following preamble and resolution which was
adopted: :

WHEREAS, This Conference learns with great sorrow of the illness of Brother Alfred
G. Cox, our efficient Missionary Treasurer, a greatly esteemed official member of this
Church, therefore :

Resolved, First, That we extend to Brother Cox in his tedious and painful sickness,
our sincere sympathy, and earnestly pray that it may please the Lord to grant him early
restoration to health, and to his respective posts of responsibility in his family, the com-
munity and the Church.

Resolved, Second, That Brothers Martindale, Murray and Stengle be a committee to
bear expressions of love from the Conference to Brother Cox.

The Thirteenth Question was resumed. The following effective Elders of Wil-
mington District were called, their characters passed, and they reported their
collections: George W. Bowman, E. H. Hynson, T. B. Hunter, 1. G. Fosnocht,
E. S. Mace, George E. Wood, A. P. Prettyman, I. L, Wood, D. H. Corkran, B. F.
Price, C. H. Williams, W. E. Tomkinson, W. J. DuHadway, T. E. Martindale,
A. S. Mowbray, W. G. Koons, Adam Stengle, J. E. Bryan, G. L. Hardesty, J. D.
C. Hanna, J. P. Otis, Isaac Jewell, J. Y. Dobbins, H. S. Dulany, D. F. Waddell,
S. M. Morgan, T. E. Terry, J. France, E. L. Hubbard, J. B. Quigg, L. W. Lay-
field, Jas. Conner.

On motion of P, H. Rawlins, H. S. Dulany was appointed Conference Post-
master.

Rev. Francis H. Moore, pastor of the Presbyterian Church of this town, was
introduced to the Conference.

On motion of J. B. Quigg the Secretaries were made a committee on publica-
tion of minutes, and authorized to make contracts with the printer for three years,
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On motion of C. A. Grise, R. 1. Watkins was made a committee to ascertain
from those ministers who have not reported the one per cent. of their salaries for
the Steward's Endowment Fund, whether or not they propose to do so.

H. S. Thompson was appointed to lead the devotions to-morrow morning.

The committees were called, notices were given, and Conference adjourned
on time, Bishop Merrill pronouncing the benediction.

THURSDAY MORNING.

Conference met at 8.30 o’clock with Bishop Merrill in the chair. The devo-
tional services were conducted by R. W. Todd.

The Journal was read and approved.

The roll of absentees was called and seven answered to their names.

A draft on the Chartered Fund for $25 was ordered in favor of the Board of
Stewards. Also a draft on the Book Concern for $1,411 was ordered in favor of
the same.

The annual exhibit of the Book Concerns was read, and upon motion
of W. L. S. Murray, was ordered to be filed. Upon motion of G. A. Pheebus an
abstract of the same was ordered to be printed in the Minutes.

Upon motion of S. J. Morris, J. W. Fogle was appointed to solicit subscrip-
tions and collect bills for ** The Gospel in All Lands.”

Dr. A. J. Kynett, Corresponding Secretary of the Church Extension Society,
was introduced and spoke concerning the work of that Society. By motion of T. E.
Terry he was requested to speak of his work as a member of the Permanent Com-
mittee on Temperance appointed by the General Conference.

Dr. Aaron Rittenhouse, Superintendent of the Philadelphia Hospital, was
introduced and spoke concerning his work.

Dr. E. J. Gray, Secretary of the American University, was introduced and
addressed the Conference concerning the plans and prospects of that institution.

Dr. J. L. Hurlbut, Corresponding Secretary of the S. S. Union and Tract
Society, was introduced and spoke in the interests of those societies.

A communication from the Book Concern, at New York, giving the appor-
tionment of $16go to this Conference for the;Episcopal Fund was referred to the
Presiding Elders for apportionment to the various charges.

The Thirteenth Question was resumed, Alfred Smith, Presiding Elder of
Easton District was called, his character passed, and he read the report of his
work.

The following effective Elders were then called, their characters passed and
they reported their collections: J. D. Reese, T. A. H. O'Brien, V. S. Collins,
J. W. Easley, R. I. Watkins, J." F. Anderson, E. H. Nelson, J. A. Arters, T. H.
Harding, W. W. Sharp, W. M. Warner, J. M. Lindale, Albert Chandler, N. M.
Browne, E. E. White, H. S. Thompson, W. R. Mowbray, Robert Roe, 4 [
Morris, W. W. W. Wilson, R. K. Stephenson, J. D. Kemp, E. C. Macnichol, J.
M. Collins, Frank Fletcher, G. S. Conoway, W. E. Avery.
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The Statistical Secretary reported the charges that had failed to make reports
or had made defective ones.

The Statistical Secretary and Treasurer were instructed to compare and
correct reports with the Treasurer’s statistics as a basis.

The Thirteenth Question was resumed. R. H. Adams, Presiding Elder of
Dover District, was called, his character passed, and he read his report.

The time was extended.

The following effective Elders were called, their characters passed, and they
reported their collections: W. F. Dawson, W. P. Compton, J. H. Howard, P.
H. Rawlins, T. S. Williams, G W. Townsend, W. L. S. Murray, Asbury Burke,
J. T. Van Burkalow, W. M. Green, Julius Dodd, T. H. Haynes, C. A. Grise, A.
D. Davis, R. T. Coursey, D. H. Willis, W. B, Guthrie, F. F. Carpenter, F. C.
McSorley, G. W. Burke, W. R. McFarlane, Robert Watt, E. P. Roberts, J. S.
Wickline, R. W. Todd, J. R. Todd, J. S. Moore.

Dr. C. C, Mc Cabe, Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary Society, was
introduced and addressed the Conference concerning his work.

H. S. Dulany was appointed to collect the unpaid subscriptions for minutes
of 1891.

W. E. Tomkinson was appointed to conduct the devotional services to-morrow
morning.

Committees were called, announcements were made, and upon motion of J.
B. Quigg, Conference adjourned with the Doxology, Dr. C. C. McCabe pro-
nouncing the Benediction.

FRIDAY MORNING.

Conference met at 8.30 o'clock, with Bishop Merrill in the chair. The de-
votional services were conducted by W, E. Tomkinson.

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and approved.

J. B. Quigg presented a communication from C. H. B. Day, Esq., announc-
ing the expiration of the term of four Trustees of the Wilmington Conference
Academy, and J. B. Quigg, W. L. S. Murray. and C. W. Prettyman were ap-
pointed a Committee to nominate their successors.

J. H. Caldwell, T. E. Martindale, John France, and R. H. Adams were nom-
inated and elected, the Secretary casting the ballot of the Conference.

The Thirteenth Question was resumed, W, F. Corkran, Presiding Elder of
Salisbury District, was called, his character passed, and he reada report of his
work.

The following effective Elders were then called, their charactérs passed, and
they reported their collections: O. S. Walton, C. S. Baker, Wilmer jaggard,
Edward Davis, G. T. Alderson, H. W. Ewing, W. T. Valiant, L. P. Corkran,
C. W. Prettyman, C. P. Swain, T, N. Given, E. H. Derrickson, S. N. Pilchard,
James Carroll, G. P. Smith, J. T. Prouse, F. J. Cochran, W. L. P. Bowen, E. C.
Atkins, J. H. Wilson, W. W. Chaires, W. A. Wise, C. F. Sheppard, J. M.
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Mitchell, C. T. Wyatt, Warren Burr, C. A. Hill, J. W. Gray, J. O. Sypherd, D. F.
McFaull, Newton McQuay, Z. H. Webster, E. H. Miller.

Certain papers were presented by Bishop Merrill and referred to the appro-
priate committees.

G. A. Pheebus presented resolutions on the Sabbath, which were referred to
the Committee on Sabbath Observance. : :

V. S. Collins moved to renew the action of the Conference of one year ago,
requesting the Presiding Elders to limit their reports to 2,000 words each, and it
was adopted. M Mmp =

Dr. W. W. Moffatt, Agent of the American Bible Society for New Jersey and
Delaware, was introduced and addressed the Conference concerning his work.

The Fifth Question, ‘“ Who have been continued on trial?" was taken up.

The Conference directed that the Committees of Examination should report
the marks upon each study. Wm. H. Benford, Thos. B. Cooper, Wm. S. H.
Williams, Clarence W. Strickland, Fred. E. McKinsey, Van P. Northrup,
Clarence T. Wilson, Wm. O. Hurst, Theo. F. Beauchamp, Wm. H. S. Loller,
Jno. D. Lecates, Elmer L. Cross, Wm. P. Taylor, were called, their characters
passed, they reported their collections, the committee reported, the Presiding
Elders represented, and C. W. Strickland, F. E. McKinsey, were continued on
trial in the first year's course of study. W. H. Benford, T. B. Cooper, W. S. H.
Williams, Van P. Northrup, Wm. O. Hurst, Theo. F. Beauchamp, W. H. S.
Loller, J. D. Lecates, Elmer L. Cross and Wm. P. Taylor were continued on
trial and advanced to the second year’s course of study. Clarence T. Wilson was
announced as transferred to the Arkansas Conference. 4

The Eighth Question, *What members are in studies of third year?"” was
taket up. Melvin D. Nutter, Aloycius Green, Julius A. Brewington, James W.
Fogle, George W. Bounds, Julius P. West, Samuel R. Maxwell, were called, their
characters passed, they reported their collections; the committee reported, the
Presiding Elders represented, and Aloycius Green, James W. Fogle, G. W
Bounds, J. P. West, were continued in the third year's course of study. M. D.
Nutter, J. A. Brewington and Samuel R. Maxwell were advanced to the fourth
year's course of study, M. D. Nutter to pass two studies during the year.

Julius P. West was allowed to be left without appointment to attend one of
our schools.

On motion of V. S. Collins he was assigned to the oversight of the Presiding
Elder of the Wilmington District.

The Tenth Question, * What members have completed the Conference Course
of Study ?”" was taken up. James E. Graham, Truston C. Smoot, Thos. F. Tabler
and Samuel R. Maxwell were called, their characters passed, they reported their
collections, the committee reported, the Presiding Elders represented, and J. E.
Graham, T. C. Smoot and T. F. Tabler were elected to Elder’s orders, S. R. Max-
well, being already in orders, was passed to the list of Effective Elders.

The Twenty-second Question, * Who are the Supernumerary Preachers ?"" was
taken up. A. T. Scott, W. F. Talbot, J. B. Merritt, T. E. Bell, W. E. England,
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J. W. Poole, ]. W. Hammersley, G. W. Wilcox, J. H. Caldwell, J. D. Rigg, R. C.
Jones were called, their characters passed, and their relation continued.

The relation of Wm. B. Walton was changed from Supernumerary to Super-
anuated at his own request.

The relation of W. L. P. Bowen, at his request, was changed from effective
to Supernumerary and his case referred to the consideration of the Board of
Stewards.

The Twenty-Third Question, “Who are the Superannuated Preachers?” was
taken up. George Barton, G. A. Phoebus, Jas. Esgate, Henry Sanderson, James
A. Brindle, Jas. Hubbard, C. J. Hammitt, W. W. Redman were called, their
characters passed, and their relation continued.

On motion of R. H. Adams. the case of J. S. Moore was referred to the
Board of Stewards for consideration.

W. L. S. Murray presented a memorial from the Quarterly Conference of
Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church, Dover, concerning the standard of admis-
sion in this Conference, which was referred to a special committee consisting of J.
Y. Dobbins, T. E. Martindale and J. D. Kemp.

Dr. I. N. Dalby, President of Lucy Webb Hayes Bible and Training School
and General Superintendent of Woman's Home Missionary Society Deaconness
Work, Washington D. C., was introduced to the Conference, and on motion of
J. D. C. Hanna was invited to address the Conterence concerning his work.

J. B. Quigg made an aunouncement calling a meeting of the Board ot Trus-
tees of the Conference Academy.

V. S. Collins presented resolutions concerning conference examinations which
were referred to the Special Committee in the case of the Dover memorial.

J. O. Sypherd presented the report of the committee appointed to audit the
accounts of the Treasurer of the Wilmington Conference Missionary Society and
it was adopted.

J. O. Sypherd, J. D. Kemp and ]J. B. Quigg were appointed a committee to
audit the accounts of the Conference Treasurer.

The Conference directed that M. D, Nutter be required to pass his examina-
tion upon Systematic Theology, Intellectual Science and Written Sermon during
the interinr of Conference.

The Thirtieth Question, “ Where shall the next Conference be held?’ was
then taken up. Salisbury was put in nomination by C. A. Hill, Laurel by S. N,
Pilchard, Lewes by F. C. McSorley, and Smyrna by W. W. W. Wilson.

The time was extended. After representation of the several inviting places,
an affirmative vote was ordered. Lewes was withdrawn and the vote stood Salis-
bury 59, Laurel 24, and Smyrna 26. Upon motion of T. E. Martindale the vote
for Salisbury was made unanimous.

C. W. Prettyman was appointed to conduct the devotional services to-morrow
morning.

The committees were called, announcements were made, and upon motion of
V. S. Collins, Conference adjourned. The Doxology was sung and J. B. Quigg
pronounced the Benediction.
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SATURDAY MORNING.

The Conference met at 8.30 o'clock with Bishop Merrill in the chair. The
devotions were conducted by C. W. Prettyman. At g o’clock the Journal was
read and approved.

The Eleventh Question, “ What others have been Elected and Ordained
Deacons?"” was taken up.

William Hamilton, Charles Norstrom, John B. Roberts, John P. Outten,
William J. Tindal, Levin T. McLain were called, and being recommended in due
form, the committee reported, the Presiding Elders represented, and they were
elected to Deacon’s orders.

Question Twelve, “What others have been Elected and Ordained Elders?”
was taken up. No names were presented.

Question Seven, “Who have been admitted into full membership?” was
taken up.

Mark E. Bowman, Henry C. Turner, Edwin Gardner, Francis B, Short,
Joseph Geoghegan and George P. Jones were called before the Conference, the
usual disciplinary questions were propounded and Bishop Merrill delivered to the
class and the Conference’an able and impressive address, enforcing the lessons
contained in the questions.

The names of the candidates were then called, their characters passed ; they
reported their collections and retired. The committees reported, the Presiding
Elders represented and they were admitted into full membership.

Edwin Gardner, F. B. Short, ]. H. Geoghegan, G. P. Jones were elected
to Deacon’s Orders.

Mark E. Bowman and H. C. Turner had been previously Ordained Deacons.

The special conimittee appointed on the Memorial from Wesley Church,
Dover, presented theit report through T. E. Martindale as follows:

The committee to whom was referred the Memorial of the Quarterly Con~
terence of the Wesley M. E. Church, of Dover, touching the educational qualifi-
cations of our candidates for admission on trial to this Conference, and also the
Resolutions presented by V. S. Collins, have carefully considered the proposals
contained therein and beg leave to submit the following :

WHEREAS, If the Ministry of our Church would preserve its leadership it must
keep pace with the educational progress of the day, and,

WHEREAS, Many of our most loyal laymen, while recognizing the supreme im-
portance of a consecrated Ministry, feel that the time has come for some advance in the
general educational qualifications of the men who minister to them, therefore,

Resolved 1. 'That the Wilmington Annual Conference will hereafter admit no young
man on Probation, whose educational attainments are’ not the equivalent of an English
Course in any of our High-schools or Academies of fair grade.

Resolved 2. 'That the Presiding Elders be instructed to set this matter before
all Quarterly Conferences where men are brought forward for recommendation to this
Conference for Admission on Trial.

Resolved 3. That the Committee to examine candidates for Admission on Trial are
hereby instructed to conduct their investigation in harmony with this action.

Resolved 4. That no student in any of the classes, who shall fall below an average
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of five in any single study, or a general average of six in all the studies of the year shall
arded as having passed a satisfactory examination.

a 1'eRge:ol-z/ed 5. That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare and report at the

next session of the Conference a plan for the systemaric examination of all the classes.

Upon motion of V. S. Collins the resolutions were taken up item by item.

Resolution 1 was read and after much discussion was adopted by a count
vote of 52 to 45. ; :

During the discussion, on motion of Alfred Smith, the courtesies of the floor
were extended to Dr. W. L. Gooding, Principal of the Wilmington Conference
Academy. :

The remaining resolutions were then read, discussed and adopted.

The time was extended.

The tollowing visiting ministers were then introduced: J. F. Crouch, D. D.;
§. W. Thomas, D. D.; Wm. L. McDowell, D. D.; A. M. Wiggins, | B jadd & 2 j R,
T. Gray, D. D. of the Philadelphia Conference ; F. J. Wagner, D. D., Pesident
ot Morgan College, Baltimore, Md. and J. Benson Hamilton D. D. of the N. Y-
E. Conference. : :

On motion of R. H. Adams, a collection was ordered in favor ol the Board of
Stewards, but upon the suggestion of Bishop Merrill the Conference decided to
defer the collection to the Steward’s Anniversary. e

On motion of W. L. S. Murray, Dr. J. B. Hamilton was invited to address
the Conference concerning his work in behalf of the Veterans.

C. A. Gnise presented and read the report of the Committee on Stewards En-
dowment Fund, which upon motion of V. S. Collins, was made the order of the
day for Monday at 10 o’clock. ‘ :

J. E. Bryan was appointed to conduct the devotional services on Monday.

The committees were called, announcements were made, and Conference
adjourned with the Doxology, Alfred Smith pronouncing the benediction.

SUNDAY.

Conference Love Feast was held at g o’clock, conducted by J. B. Quigg. At
10.30 o'clock Bishop Merrill preached an excellent and impressive sermon f’r,om
1 Cor. 16:13, * Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be .strong.

The afternoon was devoted to an Ordination service, beginning at 2.30
o'clock. After appropriate devotional services Bishop Merrill spoke of the mean-
ing and lessons of the service of Ordination. Then were ordained as Dea.con.s,
Edwin Gardner. F. B. Short, J. H. Geoghegan, George P. Jones, William Hamil-
ton, Charles Norstrom, John B. Roberts, John P. Outten, William J. Tindal, L. T.
McLain. .

Atterward, with the assistance of L. E. Barrett, W. F. Corkran, J. B. Quigg,
Isaac Jewell and T. E. Terry, the Bishop ordained as Elders, James E. Graham,
Truston C. Smoot, Thomas F. Tabler.

In the evening was held the Steward’s Anniversary at which J. Benson Ham-
ilton delivered an address and a collection in favor of the Board of Stewards was
taken amounting to $224.00.
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MONDAY MORNING.

Conference met at 8.30, Bishop Merrill in the chair. The devotional services
were conducted by J. E. Bryan.
The Journal was read and approved.

Question Seven was resumed. Elmer L. Cross was called before the Con-
ference. The usual disciplinary questions were propounded, the Presiding Elder
represented, the committee reported and he was admitted into full membership
and elected to Deacon’s Orders.

Dr. F. J. Wagner, President of Morgan College, was introduced and spoke
in the interest of his work.

Professor Lyman J. Powell, of the University of Wisconsin, was upon motion
of W. L. S. Murray invited to address the Conference upon University Extension.

Bishop Merrill called L. E. Barrett to the Chair.

A communication from Dr, James M, King, concerning the public schools,
was referred to Committee on Education.

Resolutions were presented by W, L. S. Murray as follows ;

WHEREAS, Gambling in any and all forms is demoralizing, vicious and wicked ;
destructive of morals, and hostile to religion and the good order, virtue and peace of
society, and

WHEREAS, Pool selling or gambling, or betting in any form on trials of speed at
race tracks, or agricultural fairs, has been demonstrated to be one of the most insidious
and pernicious forms of gambling, and

WHEREAS, The present deplorable condition of affairs in our Sister State of New
Jersey growing out of the bold and unscrupuious methods of the race-track gamblers,
whereby the Legislature of the State has been brought under control of bad men, and
the loudly expressed will of the order loving citizens of the State has been set at de-
fiance, is a practical illustration and demonstration of the methods and results of these
enemies of the Church and Society, and

WHEREAS, There has been introduced and is now pending in the Legislature of the
State of Delaware, a bill which has for its object the legalizing of pool selling within this
State to one or more corporations, therefore

Resolved 1. That it is the settled conviction of the members of this Conference,
confirmed by evidence furnished daily in relation to the race-track evil, existing in New
Jersey, that no form of vice has as demoralizing an effect upon the young men and
youths of a community as pool selling, having the effect as has been unmistakably
shown, of converting them into till-tappers, thieves, robbers and drunkards.

Resolved 2. That as the representatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church, we raise
our united voices in respectful and solemn protest against any form of legislative action
which looks to the removal of any restriction against pool selling or any other form of
gambling within the borders of this State.

Resolved 3. That we, the officers and members of this Annual Conference memora-
lize the Legislature, now in session in Dover, and implore them in the name of our God,
in the name of all our Churches, in the name of the fathers, the mothers and the sons of
the State of Delaware to save us from the threatened and impending evil.

The resolutions were adopted by rising vote and a copy was ordered to be
sent to the speaker of the House and the President of the State Senate at Dover.
Bishop Merrill resumed the Chair.
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The Report of E. H. Nelson, as Trustee for Annie D. Chatham was presenteg
and referred to the Auditing Committee. : Sl

The Special Committee to formulate a Plan of Systematic Exar‘mnatlon wag
appointed as follows: W. J. DuHadway, V. S. Collins, T. E. Martindale, C, A
Hill, J. D. C. Hanna.

The Fourth Question, “Who have been Received on Tral?” was taken :

William P. Townsend, William L. White, Harry A. G. Westerfield, Olive,
W. Devenish, John P. Outten, were introduced, the committees reported; the
Presiding Elders represented, and they were admitted on trial. :

H. A. G. Westerfield was permitted to be left without an appointment S
attend one of our schools.

The order of the day, the Report ot the Committee on Steward’s Endowment
Fund, was taken up. It was read by C. A. Grise, and upon motion of J, B,
Quigg, it was taken up in parts for adoption.

Item 1 was read and adopted. r

[tem 2 was read and deferred until the consideration of therest of the Tepor,

Item 3 was read and adopted.

Item 4 was read and discussed.

Upon motion of W. E. Tomkinson it was determined that when the COerr‘
ence adjourn it be to meet at 2 o’clock in Memorial Session.

Adjourned by expiration of time. .

T. E. Martindale was appointed to preside at the afternoon session.

Announcements were made, the Doxology was sung, and Alfred Smith Pro.
nounced the benediction.

MONDAY AFTERNOON.
Memorial Session.

Conference met at 2 o'clock in Memorial Session with T. E. Martindale i
the Chair. The congregation sang the 741st hymn, after which T. B. Hunter leq
the Conference in prayer.

The name of Charles Hill was announced, and John France reaq
memoir. Appropriate remarks were made by B. F. Price, W. E. England, G,
Phoebus, Henry Sanderson, A. T. Scott, and upon motion of J. B. Quigg, the.
memoir was adopted.

The name of James L. Houston was called, and Thomas E. Martindale rea
the memoir. Appropriate remarks were made by B. F. Price, Henry Sanders,,
G. S. Conway, A. T. Scott, and the memoir was adopted.

The name of Alfred T. Melvin was called and appropriate remarks Were
made by R. W. Todd, J. W. Easley. Upon motion of R. W. Todd, a com‘“ittee
was appointed to prepare a suitable memoir. The Chair appointed R. W, Todq
and J. W, Easley.

Alfred A. Fisher's name was announced and W. P. Compton read an APprq

n)
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priate memoir. Remarks were then made by J. T. Van Burkalow, J. P. Otis, A.
D. Davis. The memoir was then adopted.

William B. Gregg’s name was then announced and P. H. Rawlins read the
memoir. Appropriate remarks were made by W. L. S. Murray, J. E. Bryan.
The memoir was adopted.

J. B. Quigg read the memoir of Joseph Robinson, which after appropriate
remarks by James A. Brindle, John France, Robert Watt, W. W. Sharp, W. M.
Green, G. L. Hardesty, was adopted.

Upon request T. E. Terry was permitted to furnish the Secretary with the
memoir of Mrs, Conner.

The same order was obtained with regard to the memoir of Mrs. E. M.
Thompson.

Announcement of the recent death of George Barton was made, and J. A.
Arters and R. I. Watkins were appointed a committee to attend the funeral to-
mMoIrow.

Business was resumed. Upon motion of W. E. Tomkinson the report of the
Committee on Steward's Endowment Fund was laid on the table to hear the
report of the Board of Stewards.

Upon motion of Isaac Jewell, a session of Conference was ordered for this
evening to begin at 7.30 o’clock.

P. H. Rawlins then presented and read the report of the Board of Stewards,
which was adopted and the moneys were distributed.

R. K. Stephenson was appointed Trustee of the funds given R. C. Jones.

E. H. Nelson was appointed Trustee for Mrs. Annie D. Chatham.

Notices were given and Conference adjourned upon motion of R. W. Todd.
The Doxology was sung and Dr, George E. Reed pronounced the benediction.

MONDAY EVENING.

Conference met at 7.40 o'clock with Bishop Merrill in the Chair. After the
singing of the first hymn the Conference was led in prayer by J. T. Van Burkalow.

The Journal was read and approved.

Upon motion of V. S. Collins, the Report on Steward’s Endowment was post-
poned until after reading of the Journal to-morrow morning. Bishop Merrill
called T. E. Martindale to the Chair.

Dr. George E. Reed, President of Dickinson College, was introduced and
spoke in the interest of that institution.

W. E. Tompkinson presented and read the report of the Woman's Home

Missionary Society and it was adopted The Committee presented this Resolu-
tion :

Resolved, That we appoint a Conference Board of Deaconess Work. Which was
done as follows: J. Y. Dobbins, I. I. Wood, T. E. Terry, L. E. Barrett, J. Taylor Gause,
Jos. Pyle, Mrs E. L. Weldin, Mrs. Job H. Jackson, Mrs. J. B. Quigg.
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The Statistical Secretary presented the report of Conference Statistics and it
was read and ordered to be published in the Minutes. '

J. T. Van Burkalow moved to take a collection for the sexton, which was
given into the charge of T. E. Terry and amounted to $25.00.

C. S. Baker presented and read the report of the Committee on Temperance
and Prohibition. The Committe also nominated as Delegates to‘ the World’s
Congress of Temperance to meet at Ghicago: C. A. Hill, F. C. McSorley, Alfred
Smith, Geo. W. Todd, Esq. and they were confirmed. % :

J. B. Quigg moved to amend the report by the addition of the follqwmg
words to the last resolution: ‘“We recommend the organization of Leagues in all
our Churches according to the plans of the Christian Temperance Alliance.”
The report as amended was then adopted.

C. A. Grise moved the appointment of a committee to carry out the above
resolution. J. T. Van Burkalow moved that the Presiding Elders be that com-
mittee. V. S. Collins moved to amend by having the committee consist of the
Presiding Elders and one from each District, which was adopted, and the com-
mittee was appointed as follows: The Presiding Elders, J. B. Quigg, V. S.
Collins, W. L. S. Murray, Warren Burr.

Ralph T. Coursey presented and read the report of the Bible Society which
was adopted. -

C. T. Wyatt presented and read the report of the Committee on Epworth
League, which was amended and adopted.

At the motion of E. L. Hubbard Conference adjourned upon a count vote of
48 to 46.

Alfred T. Scott was appointed to conduct the devotional service to-morrow
morning. The Doxology was sung and Conference adjourned with the bene-
diction.

TUESDAY MORNING.

Conference met at 8.30 o'clock with the devotional services in charge of A.
T. Scott.

At g o'clock Bishop Merrill took the Chair. The Journal was read and ap-
proved. :

The order of the day, the Report of the Committee on Stewards Endow.
ment, was taken up and C. A, Grise read the part of the report relating to Dis-
tribution of Funds, and after discussion T. E. Martindale moved to refer this part
of the report to a special committee to report at the next Conference, which was
carried. 3 :

C. A. Grise read the remaining part of the report, and after discussion it was
recommitted together with all the rest of the report to the old Committee, to be
reported upon next year. The Committee was requested to associate with them
four laymen. 2 :

T. E. Martindale presented the following Resolution which was adopted.
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WHEREAS, This Conference has learned, with profound sorrow, this morning of the
critical illness of Ex-Senator Saulsbury, who has been for years the honored friend
of our Conference Academy and President of its Board of Trustees, therefore

Resolved, That as a Conference, we hereby tender our sympathy to our brother in
his illness and will pray that God may give him abundant grace for this hour of his
sore trial.

E. L. Hubbard, T. E. Terry and R. W. Todd were appointed a Committee
on Thanks.

C. A. Grise was elected as Secretary of the Endowment Fund.

William H. Jackson, H. S. Goldy, Joseph Smithers and William Taylor were
appointed to the Committee on Endowment Fund at the request of that
Committee.

J. O. Sypherd presented and read the report of the committee appointed to
aucit the accounts of Presiding Elders, Conference Treasurer, and other accounts
and it was adopted.

C. A. Grise presented the report of the Conference Treasurer, and it was
received and ordered to be filed.

J. T. Van Burkalow presented and read the report of the Freedman's Aid
and Southern Education Society, and it was adopted.

E. L. Hubbard presented and read the report of the Committee on Transfers,
which was adopted.

B. F. Price presented and read the report of the Conference History Society
and it was adopted : ;

J. Y. Dobbins presented and read the report of the Committee on Education,
which was adopted.

W. L. S, Murray moved to take a collection for debt on Conference minutes
of 1891, for the new journal, and to supply entertaining families of Middletown
with a copy of minutes. The collection was taken amounting to $49.50, which was
distributed as follows: §£8.00 for journal, g15 for minutes, and the rest for the
debt.

W. L. S, Murray presented and read a report upon Public Schools from the
Committee on Education which was adopted.

The report of the Trustees of the Wilmington Conference Academy was read
by T. E. Martindale, and it was received and ordered filed.

An additional resolution on the use of Educational Funds was presented by
J. B. Quigg.

Resolved, By the Wilmington Conference in conference assembled at Middletown,
Delaware, March 21, 1893, that we heartily approve the measure now before the Legisla-
ture of this State to repeal the law which authorizes the appropriation of public funds
to support the Sunday Schools of the varions Churches, and hereby earnestly urge its
passage.

It was adopted, and a copy directed to be sent to the Legislature of the
State of Delaware.

M. W. Ewing presented the report of the Committee on Sabbath Observance
which was adopted.
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T. E. Martindale presented and read the report of the Committee on Class

Meetings, which was adopted.
A. P. Prettyman read the report of the Woman'’s Foreign Mission any Society,

and it was adopted.
A. D. Davis presented the report of the Committee on Camp Meetings, and

it was adopted.

G. W. Bounds presented the report of the Committee on Sunday-Schools,
Bibles and Tracts, and it was adopted.

W. F. Corkran presented and read the report of the Committee on Missions

which was approved.

The time was extended.

V. S. Collins presented the report of the Conference Educational Society, and
it was adopted.

W. P. Compton presented the report of the Committee on Church Extension
which was adopted.

Resolutions were presented by Aloycious Green as follows:

WHEREAS, There is now pending before the Delaware Legislature a bill providing
an appropriation for the erection of a State Industrial School for girls, and

WHEREAS, The present prison and jails are unfit for the incarceration of women
and girls charged with minor offences, therefore be it

Resolved, That this Conference endorses and urges the passage of said bill; also
that a copy of these Resolutions, properly signed, be forwarded to the Speakers of the
State Senate and House of Representatives.

After a statement, W F. Corkran, Presiding Elder, presented the parch-
ments of G. P. Smith and he was entered withdrawn from Conference, and his
parchments placed in the hands of the Secretary of the Conference.

Mark E. Bowman was granted a certificate of location at his own request.

Upon motion of Alfred Smith, Bishop Merrill was requested to appoint W.
W. W. Wilson to the Editorship of «“The Methodist,” which is published in
the interests of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Alfred Smith moved to reter the Church property at Chesterville to Milling-
ton Quarterly Conference for appointment ot Trustees.

Resolutions of thanks were presented by E. L. Hubbard, as follows:

WHEREAS, This Conference has been entertained in this beautiful town in a manner
unsurpassed, we return gratitude,
1. To the families who have so pleasantly entertained us.
2. To Brother Brown and wife for unceasing attention.
3. To Middletown Methodism for the use their Church.
4. To the Grand Public for universal courtesy.
5. To the Sexton for patient and careful service.
6. To the Reporters for full and fair accounts of our proceedings.
7. To the Choir for sweet singing.
8. To the Secretaries and Committees for faithful service.
9. To Bishop Merrill for wise and impartial superintendence.
10. To our Heavenly,Father for a session of most delightful harmony.

The Resolutions were adopted by a nsing vote,
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Nominations for Triers of Appeals were announced by Bishop Merrill, and

they were confirmed.

Nominations for the Conference Board of Church Extension were read, and
they were approved, and the persons named were made the Conference Board of

Church Extension.

Nominations for Examining Committees, Board of Church Location, and per-
son to preach the Missionary sermon were read, and they were approved.

Presiding Elder of Salisbury District and Pastor of Salisbury Church were
made a Committee on Anniversaries for next session,

Conference Board Domestic Missions were nominated and appointed.

Managers of Historical Society were nominated and confirmed.

J. D. Rigg made a statement of the balance of the Conference debt, and a
collection was taken which amounted to $49.69 which finished the debt against

the Conference.

The journal was read up preparatory toadjournment.

Upon motion of W. E. Tomkinson, it was determined that after the reading
of the appointments the Conference stand adjourned.
Bishop Merrill addressed the Conference in wise and earnest words of

counsel,

the appointments were read, and Conference adjourned with the
Doxology, Bishop Merrill pronouncing the benediction. ]
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REPORTS.

I.—EDUCATION.

Your committee have been deeply impressed by the address recently pre-
pared in behalf of the Bishops by three of their number, and directed to the ex-
amining committees of the various Conterences, and we beg leave to insert in
this report the following statement taken therefrom as a just description of the
need and danger which exist in relation to the preparation of candidates for the
ministry in our own church. “There are many thoughtful men in the church
who fear that in some Conferences there is too great laxity in the conduct of the
annual examinations ; that in some cases the examiners themselves do not appre.-
ciate their responsibility ; that too many of the candidates are indifferent or care-
less in preparation, and that sometimes, through a false sympathy, young and
inexperienced, but pious men, who have had a certain kind and measure of suc-
cess in evangelistic and pastoral work, but who have neglected their studies, are
allowed to enter the Conference as ‘preachers on trial;’ are admitted as *full
members’ or are promoted from year to year, until as ‘effective elders,’ they are
beyond the control ot all examining committees. The evil effect of this official
carelessness and weak sympathy are to be seen in all parts of our church, at
home and abroad. The increase of culture in the church and country demands
a cultured ministry; a ministry, at least, of intellectual force and activity,
thoroughly honest, with extensive biblical knowledge, sound common sense, and
the power of adaptation to the people of this age.”

While as a committee we do not believe that these words of warning have
any greater application to our Conference than tn many others, we nevertheless,
cannot forbear expressing the conviction that there is urgent necessity of a more
thorough preparation for the ministry by many of our young men who contemplate
this holy calling, At the same time we should be careful to make reasonable
allowance for such extraordinary cénditions 4s cannot, in the nature of things,
be provided for by any restrictions or rules which may be made. A man of
large native gifts who comes to himself and to God too late in life for systematic
training, or a man of great spiritual power who may be possessed of only meagre
gifts, and have had but little training of any kind, must not be dealt with rigor-
ously merely to sustain a system which is intended to have general application. A
pure heart and a sound mind in a healthy body, are essential elements of the
most effective ministerial service, and if to these there be joined an insatiable
desire for knowledge in holy things, all the qualifications are present which the
work of saving men and building them up into God, demand. Believing as we
do, that the action adopted by our Conference at this session, and which is in-
tended to secure greater carefulness in respect to the preparation of those who
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seek admission on trial, is as friendly to the candidates themselves as it is faithful
to the prosperity and power of the future church, we entertain the hope that the
special committee appointed to devise and to submit to the Conference at its next
session for its judgment, a better system of examination of young men proposing
to enter the ministry, may be able, by extensive inquiry in other Conterences and
mature reflection, to produce such a plan as will be easily understood, and as will
furnish incentive and encouragement to all those who seek to enter the ministry
within our bounds.

The various institutions to which our Conference is more or less closely
related, we are glad to state, are in a prosperous condition.

Morgan College is entitled to our careful consideration, inasmuch as the
money contributed by the people of this Conference to the Freedman’s Aid and
Southern Education Society is given to this school, There are tWwo preparatory
academies connected with the college, one located at Princess Anne, Md., and the
other at Lynchburg, Va., for the latter of which a well-constructed building is
nearly completed. Eighteen thousand dollars have been added to the endow-
ment of the college, and $6,000 of indebtedness have been paid since the last
report was made to the Conference by its Committee on Education. Ten thous-
and dollars have been given toward defraying the cost of the new building at
Lynchburg, and $2,800 are now in hand for the erection of a dormitory for girls at
Princess Anne. Four thousand students since 1873 have attended the college in
Baltimore and the school at Princess Anne, and more than one hundred young
men have gone from the college into the Christian Ministry. The work of edu-
cating the colored race is worthy of the best thought and endeavor of our age,
and this college with its preparatory schools is well-fitted to do a great service for
so great a cause,

Boston University is one of the great institutions of American Methodism.
Its continued growth and the numerous facilities which it provides for education
make it worthy of all the confidence which it receives from the Church. About
twelve hundred students representing nearly all the States and Territories of our
country, as well as widely separated and distant parts of the world, give it a cos-
mopolitan character, which is as flattering to the wisdom and energy of its man-
agement as it is grateful to the heart of the Church.

Drew Seminary has recently provided a department for the study of the En-
glish Bible, The study of the Scriptures in the original tongues is ot great value,
but a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures in the languages of our daily life is
indispensable, and we congratulate this favorite school of the prophets upon the
establishment of such a study, and predict that this new department will yield the
most gratifying results. Two Annual Fellowships have also been founded in this
institution, and three young men who hold Fellowships are now pursuing studies
abroad ; one in England and the others in Germany. Each Fellowship fur-
nishes an income of $250 for one year. The largest class that ever en_
tered the seminary, numbering sixty-five, was received last fall. The accommo-
dations being insufficient for those applying for admission, the friends of the
school have determined to build a dormitory with all modern improvements, and
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.
capable of accommodating one hundred students. ‘The faculty of this. semina'ry
is composed of earnest Christian scholars, who are in close sympathy with Fhe life
of the pastorate, and whose instruction is inspirgd.by love ot souls and a jealous
regard for the character and efficiency of the Ministry of our C_hur.ch.. k

The Woman'’s College, of Baltimore, is one of the finest institutions of this
character in the country. The high standard of scholarship, the increa.smg num-
ber of beautiful and substantial buildings, the social environment of 1t.s student
Jife and the religious spirit which pervades all the instruction, make th1§ college
one of the very best for the higher education of the daughters of Metho@lsnx. IFS
increasing prosperity is evidence that it has already won a large place in p.ubh.c
consideration, and is a sure token of yet greater attainments in a future which is
so well assured.

Dickinson College, under the able presidency of Rev. Dr. Geo. E. Reed, con-
tinues its hold upon the confidence of all our prople. The number of stude.nts
is steadily increasing and the work done in the various departments is- of a high
character. The spirit of manliness and honorable rivalry which prevails among
the students, and the distinctive Christian influence which dominates Fhe .coll'ege
life are subjects for felicitation among all the friends of this honore-d institution.
Two large and eligible lots adjacent to the Campus have been given for the
erection thereupon of a large building in which recitation rooms and socnety halls
may be provided so that the space in other buildings hitherto taken for their uses
may be converted into rooms for the students. It is expected that the foundation
for this structure will be laid at an early day and the work then hastened to comple-
tion. .

Our own Conference Academy has one hundred and forty-six students and
seven teachers, and since the last session of the Conference has had a most pros-
perous and satisfactory year. The excellent reputation of the faculty of this
school for conscientious devotion to the work of instruction, and for the careful
oversight of the students, and the admirable location at the capital Of'thlS State of
the homelike buildings of the Academy, one of the most pleasant inland towns
in the Middle States, are great advantages to the cause of academic education
within the bonds of the Conference, and it is safe to assume that no better pre-
paratory work is done in any Academy than this one. : ; :

Your Committee heartily commend to your consideration the subject of
post graduate education under the happiest Protestafut auspices as provided for
in the proposed university to be established at Washington under the control of
our own Church.

The Conference Educational Society richly deserves our continued confi-
dence and support and we commend to your consideration the facts which the re-
port from the society to the Conference contains. We beg also to refer to the
magnificent work being done by the Board of Education under the able 1etadcr.
ship of the Rev. Dr. C. H. Payne, the Secretary of the Board. We desire to
emphasize the importance of Children’s Day collection and to urge the more

careful observance of the Disciplinary directions respecting it.




36 ANNUAL MINUTES OF THE

II.—PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS.

WHEREAS, In different parts of our land in many of the States, dangerous com-
promises have been entered into between the public schools and sectarian parochial
schools, whereby certain eclesiastics secure the benefits of the public schools for the
children and youth of their faith and impart sectarian instruction at the expense of the
State, and,

WHEREAS, The most advanced attitude of the highest authorities of the Roman
Catholic Church toward the public schools, which they have heretofore unsparingly con-
demned, is that of grudging toleration and not of loyal commendation, and the tolera-
tion avowedly based upon the fact that their own people are yet too poor to adequately
support their own church parochial schools, and,

WHEREAS, Bold and uncompromising demands have recently been made upon
State Legislatures for the enactment of laws which shall divide the public school funds
on denominational and sectarian lines, therefore

Resolved, By the Wilmington Annual Conference of the Methodist -Episcopal
Church, that the stability of a republican form of government rests mainly upon the
intelligence of its citizenship, and this intelligence of the average citizen is chiefly due
in this country, to the public school instruction. ;

Resolved, That any person or power that threatens the integrity or existence of the
public schools is an enemy of the Republic.

Resolved, That we will jealously watch and loyally guard these nursuries of our
citizenship, and whenever they are assaulted, we will defend them without malice,
without bigotry, without fear, but without compromise.

Resolved, That the national language must have precedence and mastery in the
national schools.

Resolved, That all partisan political control and all sectarianism in the management
and teaching of the public schools and all evidences in the structures used, or in the
garb of teachers that would suggest sectarian relationship or hint at the remotest con-
nection of Church and State must be banished.

Resolved, That we will exhort our people to exert themselves as citizens to defend
National, State, County and Municipal Treasuries against all attempts or pretexts
for the division of the sacred funds which they hold for the support of the public
schools,

Resolved, The Presiding Elders are requested to bring this subject before the
Quarterly Conferences, and that the members of this Conference are requested to keep
their people thoroughly informed concerning the assaults upon the public schools and
exhort them to a loyal and patriotic defence of this vitally important American institu-
tion.

Resolved, That the Snnday-School boards of our Church be, and are hereby urged to
refuse all contributions by the State of Delaware to the support of our Sunday-schools,
and that our pastors be hereby urged to protest against Teceiving such contributions.

III, —-CONFERENCE EDUCATION SOCIETY.

This Society, your own Educational Society, bespeaks your attention and
your earnest co-operation. The society has received in cash since its organization
the following amounts:

In 1873, $150; 1874, $250; 1875, $275; 1876, $100; 1877, $100; 1878, $180;
1879, $252.85; 1880, $150; 1881, $200; 1882, $125; 1883, $175; 1884, $125; 1885,
$150; 1886. $275; 1887, $425; 1888, $362.50; 1889, $425; 1890, $425; 1891, $511,
1892, $600. Total, $5,256.35. §
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This society has, with even this small sum at its disposal, assisted thirty-seven
students in securing an education, without which, such an education would have
been beyond their reach. Among these thirty-seven are some of the most promi-
nent members of this Conference.

During the past year the society has aided eight students who will doubtless
reflect as much credit upon the church as.any other class ever helped by this
society during any one year.

We ask you, brethren, that in taking your educational collection, you
do not forget to provide generously for the bright young men of our own
beloved Peninsula who are studying to fit themselves for the work of our own
Wilmington Conference.

IV.—FREEDMAN’S AID AND SOUTHERN EDUCATION SOCIETY.

We have great reason to rejoice and to thank God for the signal success of
this Society in lifting up the lowly and illiterate, both white and colored, in our
sixteen Southern States. Itis doing a wonderful work in spite of prevailing racial
prejudice, notwithstanding the rivalry and pressing claims of several other
allimportant and more generally popular benovolences of our Church. Prejudice
against it on the Pennisula has been greatly modified, and mainly removed by
extending its benefits to both races, and the assurance given that, while there is
no law against their co-education, they are, of choice, practically separate in the
schools.

It is a remarkable fact that, though organized only a few years ago, it already
has forty-five institutions of learning under its direction, thirteen of which are of
collegiate grade, and one is a Theological Seminary. In all these schools there
were last year 9,065 students, of whom 166 were in regular college classes, 1,104
were in college preparatories, 523 were preparing for teaching, 277 were preparing
for the ministry, and 273 were in the medical colleges. Two thousand nine hun-
dred and three were in the musical classes. Hence, the days ot ludicrously odd
negro hymnology and unscientific vocal music are evidently well-nigh ended.

A great advance has been made in manual training and trade schools. In
these, last year, there were 1,829 students, and hundreds have been fitted for me-
chanical and other industrial pursuits.

A vast field is open before this Society for cultivation, for within the territory
where its institutions are planted there are 1,672,946 whites and 3,042,435 colored
people who cannot write. The Methodist Episcopal Church has in the same ter-
ritory 269,372 white members and 234,036 colored members, and our forty-five
schools of higher education are giving ever-increasing elevation, influence and
prestige to our Southern work.

We rejoice to learn that during the quadrennium just closed, the receipts of the
Society, from all sources, have been $981,197.18; only about half of which
amount, however. came from Conference collections, the rest from bequests, etc.

The apportionment to our Conference this year is $4,000. Let us earnestly
endeavor to raise it, remembering that one of its institutions is on this Pennisula
and another is in Baltimore.
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: We wouh.i cz.lll attention to 7%e Christian Educator published by the Society.
It. is elegant in its typography, ably edited, full of interesting facts, and alive
with educational items and ideas.

V.—EPWORTH LEAGUE,

The Epworth League seeks to enlist the sympathy of the young, utilize the
latent powers of the church, and direct them to fields of Christian benevolence,
The throbbing achievements of this new organization justifies the action of the
ngeral Conference in adopting this child into the great family of Methodist in-
stitutions. This recognition on the part of our great law-making body should
commend it to all our pastors. It is also the conviction of your committee that
the church not only needs piety, but intelligent piety. In too many sections there
is a want of appreciative devotion to the institutions and genius of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. A well-organized Chapter on each charge would inspire our
youth with intelligent denominational loyalty, which is both legitimate and neces-
sary. We propose, through the efficiency of the Epworth League, to train the
rising generation in the direction of loyalty to Methodism, for a “good Methodist
is a good Christian.” We would call the attention of all the Chapters to the read-
ing course which is now being prepared and will be on sale at the Book Concern
by the r5th of May. The League also provides for man’s social nature. We
claim that while the church must put the stamp of disapproval upon all diversions
forbidden by the discipline, it is her serious duty to provide wholesome and in-
structive entertainment for the young. We commend to the consideration of
all pastors the Junior League, an organization adapted to the needs of children
under fourteen years of age.

The Epworth League in the Wilmington Conference is in a healthy and vigor-
ous condition. Each district is thoroughly organized, and the increase in the
number of Chapters and in the enthusiasm of our young people, indicates encour-
aging progress. There are in the bounds of this Conference eighty-five Chapters
and 5,000 members.

The utility of the League is no longer a speculation, but an assured success.
We rejoice in the visit of the General Secretary, Rev. Edwin A. Schell, Ph. D.
His burning words will doubtless give an impetus to the work and we shall be
glad to accord him a hearty reception whenever it may be convenient for him to
return. We commend the Epworth Herald, the official organ of the League, for
its vivacity, and the deeply spiritual tone which pervadesits columns, and suggest
that we make the Fourth Anniversary of the League the occasion of increasing
its subscription list to 100,000, and we further pledge the Wilmington Conference
to do its part. We heartily recommend the observance of the anniversary of the
Epworth League on the 15th of May, by all the Chapters in the Conference, and
request the pastors to use the prepared program as far as possible.

We would also call attention to the orgamzation ot the Conference League,
which was eftected March 17th. The following officers were elected for one year.
R. K. Stephenson, President; H. W. Ewing, Secretary and Treasurer. The
Presidents of the respective districts to be the Vice-Presidents of the Conference
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League. These officers, together with the Presiding Elders, constitute the Cabi-
net. The anniversary, held on the evening of the 17th, was a largely attended
and enthusiastic meeting. Rev. D. A. Jordan, of Brooklyn, President of the
Second General Conference District, delivered an entertaining and telling address.

We heartily indorse the movement of Bishop Hurst to build at Washington a
National University, and sincerely trust that every Epworthian will give his sym.
pathy and support to this enterprise.

We would call attention to the fact that the report of the Committee on Ep-
worth League last year recommended that columns in our minutes be devoted to
the number. of Chapters and members. This report was adopted, but the Confer-
ence blanks made no such provision. We therefore renew the recommendation
and trust that our blanks will give us an opportunity to report on Epworth League
as we do on Sunday Schools.

VI.—WOMAN’S HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The aim of this Society is to enlist and organize the efforts ot Christian women
in behalf of the needy and destitute women and children of all sections of our
country, without distinction of race, and to co-operate with the other societies and
agencies of the Church in educational and missionary work. Its work is both
general and local. The general work consists of Industrial Homes, Missions
among the Indians and also among the Mormons, Immigrant Girls’ Homes and
Deaconess’ Homes.

The General Society reports for the year ending, November 1892, total re-
ceipts $182,053.90. Our Conference Society for the past Conference year re-
ports eighteen Auxiliaries and three Mission Bands. It has three beneficiaries,
one in the Mother’s Jewels Home, in York, Nebraska ; one in the Ritter Home;
in Athens, Tennessee, supported by the Willing Band, of Newark Church; and
Selee Omasayah, an Indian girl, in the Lucy Webb Hayes Deaconess’ Home and
Bible School, Washington, D. C.

It supports a missionary in New Orleans. It has sent valuable supplies to
various points in our Conference, and also to places in the South and West. It
has expended in local work during the year, $717.53. Estimated value of its sup.
plies distributed, $497.50. It has sent to the Treasury of the General Society
$1,031.36. a

In view of the good done by this Society, and of the large opportunities for
increased usefulness in our towns, and especially in Wilmington, we commend it
to the favorable consideration of our people, and we trust that each pastor will
heartily invite the officers of this one of our Disciplinary Benevolent societies and
cordially welcome them to their several charges for organization and support. The
Deaconess’ Work under the auspices of this Society will prepare agenciesthat will
be of great value in assisting our pastors, especially in our cities and towns, in
reaching that non-church-going class of persons which is so difficult to bring
within the influence of the Gospel. Complying with the expressed desire of the
officers of the Society we recommend this Conference to appoint a Conference
Board of nine to exercise a general control of the interests of this form of work.
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VII.—_WOMAN’S FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, which was originated in a parlor in Boston on a rainy day in 1869, where
Mrs. Dr. Butler and other returned missionaries had gathered to consider the
necessities of their heathen sisters and how to meet them, has proven its right to
exist by the remarkable growth it has made and the work it has done In the
first year of its existence it had 700 auxilliary societies, at the close of its twenty-
third year it has 5,481. It commenced with a few members, but now registers
144,364, 21,000 of whom are young people. They have by their 2 cents per
week or $1 per year per member, collected during the past year $251,660, which
with $12,000 bequests, amounts to $263,660 against 4,000 the first year, which
they have distributed to their sisters in darkness; and have since their organiza-
tion raised from all sources over $2,500,000. 7#ke Heathen Woman's Friend, under
the inspiration of its accomplished editor, Mrs. Dr. W. F. Warren, whose death
on Jan. 7, 1893, cast a gloom over the enterprise to which she had devoted the
best years of her life, has reached a circulation of 20,000; and 7ke Heathen
Children’s Friend, a circulation of 11,000, both of which should be in every home,
and every woman and child of our Church should be in these societies. Their
work is evangelical, benevolent and educational.

Much as has been accomplished along these lines, we regret to say that we
as a Conference, have not measured up to our full responsibility in this great and
good work, for while we have 168 pastoral charges, we only have thirty-six auxil-
liaries and nine bands making forty-five organizations, reporting this year $2,077,
an increase of $615. We recommend that the pastors give special attention to
securing organizations in the Churches throughout the Conference, where no or-
ganizations exist, so that if possible, in every society there may be either an
auxilliary or a band, and as a means to this end, we recommend that its efficient
secretary, Mrs. Julia E. Tomkinson, be invited to represent the work. The es-
tablishment of these auxilliaries and bands will not be hurtful to the Parent Mis-
sionary Society, it being noticed that where they exist the other flourishes.

VIIL.-TEMPERANCE AND PROHIBITION.

1. The blighting curse of intemperance continues to exert its baneful in-
fluence upon the individual and national life of our peoplé. No class of society
is exempt from its direful ravages. Individual degradation, domestic discord,
and social and political corruption are 1its legitimate offspring. It is the duty of
our Church to maintain with unflinching firmness the doctrine of individual total
abstinence, and to lead an aggressive warfare for the utter extermination ot this
great sin.

2. All methods of so-called restriction or regulation for the suppression of this
vice have been proven inadequate as means, therefore, we discredit and denounce
all systems of license, whether high or low, as ““ vicious in principle and powerless
as remedies.” We further believe it to be the duty of civil government to re-
pudiate the liquor traffic by -refusing to give legal sanction to, or accepting
a money consideration from so iniquitous a business.
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Both observation and the word of God confirm us in the opinion that “it
can never be legalized without sin.” : .

3. We believe that the only effective civil remedy for the eyxls of intemper-
ance is the complete constitutional prohibition, by State and natlona! enac~tr.nen‘t,
of the manufacture and sale of alchoholic liquors as a beverag.e. This position is
the only one consistent with the teachings of the Bible, and in accord with the
best interests of humanity. As preachers of the gospel we'shou!d make ourselves
heard in advocacy of this wholesome doctrine both in the pulpit and on the plat-
form. '

And, at the ballot-box, where the most effective blows may be dealt in suppf)rt
of this reform, we should make ourselves examples to the people by voting with
those parties and for those candidates who are pledged to this result. : .

4. We would call the attention of our ministers and members especially to th
utterances of the Bishops in their last quadrennial address, and hereby express our
earnest approval of the same, together with the resolutions of the General Con-
terence on the subject of intemperance. il

5. We deplore the “Army Canteen™ system as established and'mamtamed
by our government at all its army posts, and believe it to be px.'oducuve of much
evil, unworthy of thisgreat nation, and therefore should be aboll‘shed.

6. We recognize the Woman's Christian Temperance Umor? and all other
temperance organizations as valuable auxiliaries in promoting this great r.eform
and reccommend for special consideration, the Christian Temperance.A\hance,
of Philadelphia, and we also recommend the organization of Le'fxgues in all our
Churches according to the plans of the Christian Temperance Alliance.

IX.—SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

We desire, as a Conference representing a constituency of about' forty
thousand members, to place ourselves on record as being second to none in our
reverence for the Lord’s day, and in our effort to keep it holy. We feel assured
that the continuance of our present form of government, and the maintenanc? of
our free institutions, depend in large measure upon our observance of the Sab-
bath. We look with much concern and alarm upon the numerous attacks now
being made upon the sanctity of the Sabbath, and believe that it is the duty of all
Christians and law-abiding citizens, especially at this time, to defend this God-
given institution.

We believe that every paper, religious and secular, ought to speak earnestly
and often on this question.

We believe and earnestly advise that every pulpit in this Conference sh0}11d
utter no uncertain sound on this subject; and we recommend that on some suita-
ble Sabbath in the early summer, special sermons be preached on this behalf.
We strongly commend the authorities of our government for refusing the‘ use of
the Pension Building in Washington, D. C., for the inaugural concert on bur?da)f.
We congratulate the Congress of the United States upon the ﬁrm st:‘md which it
took upon the question of closing the gates of the Worlds Fair on bundz}y, thus
saving our legislators, and the country, from everlasting contempt and disgrace.
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We are glad also to know that the Commissioner who represents the State of
Delaware in the Board of Directors of the Worlds Fair, has voted in favor of the
Sabbath. .

Recognizing the great value in the past, of the institution known as the camp
meeting, and believing that it still may be made helpful in many ways, neverthe-
less we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that it offers to many a strong temptation
and favorable opportunity to desecrate the Holy Sabbath in the name of religion-
\Ye sincerely hope that the managers of all such religious gatherings may do all
within their power to stop this desecration. Far better to banish camp meetings
from the face of the earth than to make them the occasion for a horse racing
politico-commercial picnic. The inspiration of too many of the camp meetings of
this Peninsula is the profits to be derived from the Sunday crowds.

We would urge our ministers and people to greater consistency in regard to
Su.nday travel. No Bishop, Presiding Elder, Minister or Layman of the Meth-
od.lst‘ Episcopal Church has any right to violate the law of the Sabbath by indis-
criminate traveling on that day.

. We are more than ever convinced that the Sunday newspaper is an unmixed
evil; and is the cause of very many of our people remaining away from the
church on the Lord’s day, and for this reason it is to be condemned. The Sunday
newspaper should never find its way into a Christian home.

We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that an increasingly large majority of
our Protestant population is not only indifferent to the claims of the Sabbath, but
are not found in our houses of worship. Special efforts ought to be made to reach
t.hese unchurched people. We believe that cordial greetings and personal invita-
tions on the part of the Church members themselves, united with hearty and
strong gospel preaching, would in large measure solve this difficult problem.

X.—BIBLE CAUSE.

The work of the American Bible Society, from whose house there have been
issued in the past year 1,150,000 of copies of the Word of God, printed in different
languages and distributed both at home and abroad, is a source of pleasure and
congratulation to those who believe that through the teachings of the Gospel “the
desert is to rejoice and blossom as the rose.”

We commend the activity displayed by our local societies in their work of
distributing the Bible.

We regret to learn that a lack of funds has caused a suspension of the work
in some parts of the field, and would urge in view of this condition of affairs,
greater liberality on the part of our people in their contributions, and in order
that we may regain the ground we have lost financially, we would suggest that
our pastors open the way for a separate collection for this worthy cause.

We would recommend that all money raised and put in the hands of the
treasurers of our local societies, except that actually needed for the work of local
distribution, be turned at once into the treasury of the Parent Society.

We appreciate the work done by the Revs. W. W. Moffett and Thomas
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Myers, in the capacity of agents, and believe that our pastors would be helped in
raising money for this Society by opening their pulpits to these brethren.

XI.—SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

Your Committee recognizes the fact that the Sunday-School is the training-
school of the Church; and that the success of the Church in the future depends
largely upon the character of the Sunday-Schools at the present and upon the
fidelity with which they train the scholars. That the scholars may be trained to
render the greatest efficiency, we would recommend :

1. That great care be exercised in the selection of officers and teachers. We
think none should be employed in this capacity, who are not consistent Christians
and whose intellectual attainments do not fit them to give instruction.

2. We recommend that the doctrines of our Church be more thoroughly
taught in the Sabbath-School. We rejoice to see a department of Church cate-
chism in our Sunday-School lesson helps, and we urge parents to see to it that
those questions are caretully studied in the home. We are Methodists, and our
young people ought to be able to explain why they are Methodists.

3. We suggest the formation of a Temperance and Anti-Tobacco Society in
each Sunday-School within the bounds of our Conference.

4. Recognizing the growing tendency among our Sunday-Schools to protract
the Children’s Day exercises through two or three months during the Spring and
Summer, thus demoralizing many of the schools and crippling them for the re-
mainder of the year,} we recommend that so far as possible the schools observe
the day appointed by our Board ot Education.

5. We would suggest that the plan of normal classes, for the better training of
teachers, as presented by the Sunday-School Department of our Church, be ap-
proved, that they be organized wherever practicable, and registered at the office
of the Sunday-School Union.

6. We would suggest the vast importance of both teachers and scholars giv-
ing more careful attention to the study of the lesson in the home. We urge that
the Bible be used side by side with the lesson leaves in the study of the lesson.

7. We would condemn the use of the so-called cheap lesson helps, which are
so often thrust upon our schools. We believe the publications of our own Church
are second to none in this country.

8. About seventy-five per cent. of the membership of the average Church
were converted under twenty vears of age. We urge that the salvation of each
scholar be the prayerful and persistent effort of every school.

9. We recommend that a strong effort be made to raise the eleven hundred
dollars asked of this Conference by our Sunday-School Union. We are glad
to report that but three charges failed to report a collection last year for this
worthy cause, and we sincerely trust that each charge will report one next year.
We regret, however, that the 165 contributing charges last year only averaged
$3.45 eaeh, or one cent and nine mills for each member. We suggest that each
charge raise at least three cents for each member and probationer next year
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TRACTS.

Believing that tract distribution is like «“ Bread cast upon the waters” * which
shall return after many days,” we recommend:

1. That there be more systematic and prayerful use made of this evange-
lizing agency.

2. We urge the need for a large increase in the contributions for the Tract
Society.

3. We call attention to the following facts :

1. Three charges in our Conference did not report a collection for this fund

in 1892.

2. The 165 contributing charges only average $3.25 each, or one cent and
eight mills for each member.

3. We commend the Tract Society of our Church for the noble aid it has
given the cause of missions, and for its generosity in granting to contributing
charges supplies to the amount of one-half their contribution.

XII.—.CHURCH EXTENSION,

The Board of Church Extension of the Methodist Episcopal Church makes
general statement of the work of twenty-seven years,

The organization of this work, though directed by the General Conference of
1864, was not completed until the latter part of 1865, and the work really began
in 1866.

From 1866 to March, 1893, the Board has collected and disbursed in round

numbers (the exact figures change daily), $4,720,000.

Of this, the general fund, derived chiefly from collections, but including spe-
cial gifts for frontier churches, $250 each, and Mountain Fund specials of g100
each, contained for use by donations to churches, $3,055,000.

The Loan Fund contains a permanent capital of $805,000, and churches bor-
rowing from it have returned an equal amount, $860,000, which together amounts
to $1,665,000, making the aggregate above given, $4,720,000.

With this the Board has aided 8,645 churches, more than one-third of the en-
tire number owned by our Church.

Our Conference has shared in this work as follows:

The collections taken in our churches from the beginning, to November 1,
1892, the close of the fiscal year of the Board have aggregated $33,968.54. Those
reported to the Board in Philadelphia from November 1, 1892, to date, are §2,380,
making a total of $36,348.54. Churches within our bounds have received aid up
to November 1, 1892, the close of the last Church Extension year, to the number
of eighty eight, by donations of $16,970, and loans of $4,100.

It is manifest that the efficiency and value of the Loan Fund depend upon
the fidelity and promptness of churches borrowing from it, in meeting their obli-
gations, To fail in this is a most serious fault, which the Board in Philadelphia,
as custodians of the Fund, should not under any circumstance permit. We urge
our churches to meet every obligation with the strictest fidelity.

Christianity in Earnest, being issued every two months, gives fresh and val-
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uable information concerning Church Extension, and suggestive discussions of
this and kindred subjects. It is a great help to the pastors, and a larger circula-
tion among our people, especially our official members, would promote the inter-
ests of this cause.

Glad Tidings, with its service of song and condensed information, is pre-
eminently adapted for a Church Extension service in every Church and Sunday
School. We cordially recommend its use in taking the annual collections.

Church Architecture has been greatly improved under the auspices of the
Board, and we earnestly advise all who contemplate building ‘0 avail themselves
of the facilities which the Board has to offer,

In organizing new Churches and in taking titles to Church property, there
should be great care to conform to the laws of the State and the discipline of
the Church. The necessary information is now accessible to all in the book on
Laws and Forms for Churches, prepared by Dr. A. J. Kynett. This and the
necessary blank forms can be obtained of him.

We recommend for adoption the following resolutions:

1. We congratulate the Church upon the great work accomplished by our Board of
Chuich Extension, and commend it to the enlarged liberality of all our people.

2. 'The fact that our country is new, that our population doubles in less than thirty
years, so that within another quarter of a century we shall exceed a hundred millions of
people, and that the powers of evil are intensely active, demand that the work of Church
Extension shall be greatly enlarged in the quarter of a century to come.

3. To do this it is necessary that there shall be a large increase in our offerings to
this great cause.

4. We call the attention of all the preachers to the publication known as Chr»7s-
tianity in Earnest as containing important information upon this subject and recom-
mend that it be generally patronized.

XIII.—.CONFERENCE BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION.

The ‘Conference Board of Church Extension begs leave to submit the follow-
ing report:

Two meetings of the Board were held, the first at Fletcher Hall, Wilmington,
on April 19, 1892, and the second in the Methodist Episcopal Church at Dover on
June 29. The Treasurer's report indicated that the sum of $2,756 had been paid
in March to James Long, Esq., Treasurer of the Parent Board.

The following recommendations were made :—

For Donations—Cookman, Wilmington, g$400; Elk Neck, $225; Delaney’s,
$175; Piney Neck, 8150; Thompson’s Chapel, $150; Leipsic, $275; Barren Creek,
$225; Hebron, g150; Cordova, $200; Parksley, $200. y

For Loans—Wesley, Wilmington, $6 ooo ; Leipsic, $725; Barren Creek, $200;
Hebron, $200.

The Parent Board was requested to transfer the grant of $150 made to Buck-
town to the benefit of Elliott's Island.

Donations have been made by the Parent Board as follows:

Golden Hill, Md., $75; Baldwins, Md., $75; Delaney, Del., $175; Barren
Creek, Md., §225.
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The following grants are on file at the General Office, the conditions not hav-
ing as yet been met:

For Donations—Cordova, Md., $200; Cookman, Wilmington, $400; Thomp-
son's Chapel, $150; Leipsic, Del., $275; Hebron, Md., $150; Elk Neck, Md.,
$225.

5For Loans—Leipsic, Del., $600; Hebron, Md., $150.

Additional loans granted and paid in Wesley Church, Wilmington, $5,000;
Barren Creek, Md., $225.

Other loans outstanding at the close of the fiscal year, October 31, 1892, to.
gether with the dates on which they were made:

Locust Grove, 1881, $1go; Hallwood, 1886, $267.33; Pittsville, 1887, $75;
Little Creek, 1887, $600; Read’s Wharf, 1888, $250; Chincoteague Island, 1888,
$29 14; New Church, 1888, $200; Hoopersville, 1890, $150; Madison, 18go,
g250; Lakesville, 1890, $300; Kenney Church, 1890, $100. ]

Resolutions were adopted by the Board requesting fuller information in re-
gard to the proximity of Churches asking aid, to other Churches, either of our own
or of other denominatlons. Also, respectfully requesting the Bishop presiding at
the present session of the Conference to adjust the nominations for the Conference
Board so as to conform to the number named in the discipline.

XIV.—.CONFERENCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

In behalf of our Conference Historical Society, I can say we are more fortu-
nate this year than last, in the fact that we have held our anniversary. The
occasion was one of much interest. After devotional exercises a brief semi-cen-
tenary sketch of Middletown charge was read by the Pre'sident of the society,
giving notes of individuals and events in its history. This was followed by a
sketch of old Chesapeake District by the Rev. N. M. Browne, pastor of. our .church
in this place. He also presented a printed narrative of Methodism in this town
and vicinity, both of which became the property of this society. Addresses. were
made by the Rev. Drs. Thomas and Hargis, and Brothers Crouch and Wxggl.ns
of the Philadelphia Conference. These addresses were interspersed with music.
Dr. Phoebus and Brother Brindle each made remarks, and stated that he had a
relic in reserve for our society. Two interesting relics were given me for the
society by Brother Brown, consisting of a brick from the jail in Cambridge, Md.,
and a photograph picture of the jail. I am happy to report that a meet-
ing of the managers of the society has been hel.d — thoug'h few were
present. We were encouraged by the Savior's promise respecting ‘two or
three,” and a committee was appointed to meet some time during the year at the
call of the President in the city of Wilmington, for the purpose of revising the
constitution of the society, and report at the next Conference. Our society i§ just
closing its first decade, and has in its possession many relics and ref:ords of inter-
est. And I would remind you, brethren, that our Conference territory abounds
with memorials of various forms of great value, and they should not be left to
moulder in oblivion., We must not forget that whatever we are, or possess, comes
from the toilers of the past, and the character and success of the future depend
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upon the use we make of the opportunities and facilities of the present. And let
me conclude by saying we must emulate the vigilance of other Conferences in
this work, if we hope to keep our place in the role of Christian chivalry. Let
gratitude to the fathers of Methodism, respect for ourselves, zeal for our cause,
and faithfulness to God, be to us a Holy inspiration.

XV.—CAMP MEETINGS.

We are not unmindful of the fact that camp meetings have constituted a
great power and factor for good in the past history of our Church, and that they
have contributed largely toward making Methodism the Church of the people.
They have furnished an ocasion for the awakening and conversion of many who
otherwise, perhaps, would not have been reached. And while the same necessity
for them to be does not exist now as formerly, when churches were scattered
and few, nevertheless, they may still be sources and occasions of spiritual power.,
But that they are now oftentimes not only attended with but little power for good
but are really detrimental to the Church and the cause of religion, is the convic-
tion of many who are solicitous for the welfare of Zion. This detriment grows
out of an unnecessary multiplication of them and the extension of them over so
many Sabbaths, so that in some places the regular services of the Church and
Sabbath-School are suspended for from four to six consecutive Sabbaths—out of
the sale of the priviliges to irresponsible parties who violate the Sabbath-Day for
the purpose of pecuniary gain,and out of the conduct of the camp meeting by
no authorized power of the Church. Therefore be it

Resolved, That it is the expression of this Conference :

1. That one camp meeting is sufficient for a territory having a radius of twenty
miles, and that it ought to occupy but one Sabbath, and if it be deemed necessary or de-
sirable to have more than one camp within that territory that they be held simultane-
ously in order to avoid the suspension of the regular church services for so long a time.

2. That the camp meeting committee keep the conduct of the privileges within
their own control in order to do away with the desecration of the Sabbath by
Sunday selling that now so often obtains, and that the sale of tobacco and cigars be alto-
gether disallowed.

3. That we will not give our aid and co-operation to any camp-meeting that is held
without the sanction of the Quarterly Conference within whose bounds it is held, or
some other properly constituted authority.

It is our solemn conviction that if the same means and energies now expended
in camp meetings were expended in holding special services in the various churches
the result would be much more satisfactory with none of the evils that accompany the

_ former.

XVI.—-CLASS MEETING.

Ever since the days when they that “feared the Lord spoke often one to an-
other,” the importance and precousiness of the class-meeting have been practi-
cally recognized and affirmed by the most spiritual members of the Church of
God It is also enjoyed by believers in many branches of the Church, which do
not formally set apart services exclusively for this purpose. It, however, remained
for Methodism in carrying out its mission of spreading scriptural holiness over
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these lands, to institute the class-meeting as one of its distinguishing features.
It is also in evidence that the zeal and marvelous progress which marked
the Methodistic movement in its early history were attributable in a large degree
to this great aid to holy living. Certainly the Church has not outgrown the
necessity for this means of grace, which in a distinctive way, so promotes heart-
searching contession and true humility. The need for a general and habitual
attednace upon class-meeting is as great to-day as it has ever been in the history
of our denomination.

Your committee, without having at hand the necessary data for an exact re-
port concerning the attendance of our people upon this means of grace, are yet
sorrowfully compelled to believe that not more than one-fourth of our membership
on this Peninsula are found regularly in the class-room.

s, therefore, as a means of restoring this mighty agency for good to its
proper place in the thought and affection of our people, would respectfully recom-
mend :

1. That we, as pastors, preach upon the subject, and set a good example to
our members by frequent attendance upon the various classes in our churches,
at the same time urging our people from house to house to be true to this time-
honored and blessed service.

2. That greater attention be given to the qualifications of the leaders. Con-
ceeding the delicacy of the matter of readjustment, the pastor should endeavor
to change any leader who may be found to be inefficient or unacceptable.

3. That leaders should have their attention called to the provisions of the
Discipline which relate to their studies and to the method of conducting their
meetings, and to the other advices which are designed to assist in making the
services held by them tresh, spiritual and of permanent religious profit.

Amid all the various revivals which are blessing the Church of our love we
devoutly pray that there may come upon us a class-meeting revival.

XVII.—_TRANSFERS.

WHEREAS, The Methodist Episcopal Church is not a Union of Confer-
ences bound together by certain general interests, each under its own local legislation
but is a #nit from sea to sea and from the Gulf to Canada, and

WHEREAS, The division of the Church into Conferences is for convenience and
effectiveness of administration. No peculiar rights or privileges inhere in any certain
localities bounded by Conference lines, and

WHEREAS, Certain more favorably located Conferences strenuously oppose the free
and easy working of the transfer system, thus interfering with the appointing power of
the general Superintendency of the church, and

WHEREAS, The churches built expressly to be accommodated by the transfer sys-
tem have thus far been true to the doctrine and polity of the church, and have greatly
aided the local and general benevolences, nevertheless, we fear that the tendency to
make real the rumor of a Star Conference with Star Churches is drifting towards an in-
dependent Methodjsm, thus destroying that unique fraternity, the Methodist itinerancy,
to which the present generation owes so much, and

WHEREAS, Our fathers have taught us to regard our annual appointments as provi-
dential assignments to most blessed opportunities of preaching the whole gospel, we

s
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deprecate this tendency that threatens to destroy faith in the integrity of the adminis-
tration, and :

WHEREAS, Some of the members of this Conference feel that it is easier for one
than another to secure a transfer though equally deserving and anxious, therefore, be it

Resolved, First, that every Methodist Episcopal preacher is eligible to any pastorate
in the Methodist Episcopal church.

Second, While we 7ecognize the convenience of boundaries we deny the right of
barriers between Conferences.

Third, That the principle of appointment by the system of transfer is a zifa/ part
of the itinerant machinery, to be preserved as carefully as appointment by transfer from
one Conference District to another.

4. That we note with great interest the growing custom of erecting churches within
the bounds of Conferences to be supplied exclusively by transfers from other Confer-
ences and fondly anticipate the multiplication of these churches until the supply shall
equal the demand. If we must have star churches let no church star be constellated.

5. The peach orchards of this classic Peninsula teach us that trees from other states
often bear better fruit when transplanted to this soil than do the trees of our own nurs-
eries. In harmony with this lesson from nature we extend the hand of fellowship to all
:ﬂvhom the Bishops transfer to us and will try to hinder none who can be transferred
rom us.

XVIIL.-MISSIONS.

The appropriation of the General Missionary Committee to the Wilmington
Conference amounts to, $800.00, distributed as follows:

DovER DISTRICT,

S AR S SR S B Sl T $ 75 oo
Bmehester Civedit, o ool s st T d na Py 1"; 00
Bakesville; & a6 eabiialigats st b Palgaml o'l s 50 00
Total, . $250 oo
SALISBURY DISTRICT.
Cape Charles, . $200 oo
Parksley, ' ;oo 00
New Church, ;'o 00
5
Total, . $550 0o

I concur in the foregoing missions and appropriations.
S. M. MERRILL.

XIX.—REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEES.

. Your c?mmittee appointed to audit the accounts of the Presiding Elders
with the Missionary Society and the Domestic Missionary Fund, beg leave to
make the following report: y

Rev. L.. E. Barrett, Presiding Elder of Wilmington District, received from
the Domestic Fund $297.00. Distributed as follows:
Christiana, g40; Hopewell, $25; Kingswood, $40; Elk Neck, $20; Claymont,

i R SR
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$40; Mt. Pleasant, $25; East Lake, $17; Silverbrook, $25; Marshallton, $40.
Total, $272.00. Balance in hand, $25.00.

Rev. Alfred Smith, Presiding Elder of Easton District, received from Do-
mestic Mission Fund, $250.00. Distributed as follows:

Ingleside, $60; Bozman, $25; Galena, $25; Crumpton, $25; Trappe, $50;
Royal Oak, $30, ($5 of this to Brother Galloway); Tunis Mills, #35. Total, $250.

Rev. Richard H. Adams, Presiding Elder of Dover District, received from
Parent Board $300, which was paid out to the following charges:

Lakesville, $50; Salem Circuit, $100; Dorchester, $150. Total, $300.

Received from the Domestic Mission Fund g145. Paid to the following
charges:

Zoar, $20; Georgetown Circuit, $30; Dover Second Church, $30; Dorcester
Circuit, $40; Lakesville, $20; Salem Circuit, $10; Little Creek, g1o. Total paid,
$160. Received, $145. Paid out in excess of receipts, $15.

Rev. W. F. Corkran, Presiding Elder of Salisbury District, received from the
Parent Board g700. Paid to the following charges:

Cape Charles, $150; New Church and Hallwood, $150; Parksley, $200;
Reed's Whart, $149.67. Total paid out, $649.67. Balance in hand, g50.33.

Received from Domestic Fund $259. Disbursed as follows:

Stockton, $50; Barren Creek, $75; Parksley, $14; Powellville, $§10; Sharptown,
$25; Hallwood, $10; Fruitland, $25; Princess Anne, $50. Total, $259.

We present the audit of the account of Rev. E. H. Nelson as custodian of
the funds for Mrs. Annie D. Chatham with the Pennsylvania Hospital.

Received by Brother Nelson from the Wilmington Conference, $290; from
Mr. Carrow, $126.89. Total receipts, $416.89.

Paid out as follows To George Jones, Steward of the Hospital:

From April 12 to July 12, 1892, $104.89; from July 12 to October 11, 1892,
$104; trom October 11 to January 10, 1893, $104; from January 10 to April 11,
$104. Total, £416.89.

We have also audited the account of the Conference Treasurer and found
that he received for the year 1892 the sum of $43,144.72, and paid out the sum of
$43,136.07, for which he has vouchers, leaving a balance of $8.65, carried to ac-
count of present year.

The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the Treasurer of the Wil-
mington Conference Missionary Society, would report that they have examined
said accounts and found them correct and sustained by proper vouchers.

XX.—ABSTRACT OF THE METHODIST BOOK CONCERN EXHIBIT.

CAPITAL,
Eastern < Congern & sl %o 4amasodi i TRl o Int Tl S UNe 2,025,487 39
WWestert CONCEINIY <5 o Ny S IeIaRes] T it P S IC h G, 1,241,746 77
Potal: 2 i T U SR at s L SR BICHIGEL iAotk 5 $3,267,234 17
Gt S il 3T s B At S SR B R s e 136,278 o7

WILMINGTON CONFERENCE. 51
SALES

O HERTO L S e B e e T (e S B R P $1,676,451 41
R CRBCREN o el L oS s T S e o 1,012,862 8o
L R O S R e $2,089,314 21

PROFITS.
RN Concern ti il e el A R L R IV R SRR I a R $103,219 05
EESEte s anceri oL T w s S er B B RO N T 124,895 36
atal ot o bl Vsl B e ssite R i e R e R $228,114 41

WILMINGTON DISTRICT.

Men and results cannot always be estimated by figures. There is that steady
rise and advance in influence and power which no arithmetic can compute, nor
circumstances deny.

Wilmington District lays its sheaves at the feet of the Divine Husbandman.
They have been gathered from forty-two fields, some of them rich and fertile,
yielding a hundred fold, some sixty, while others yielded thirty fold. The toilers
are here, faithful and true, they have sown early and late, day and night; some of
them doubtless with tears, but they all come rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with
them.

In the early part of the Conference year Bro. Walter E. Avery, who had
just entered upon his fifth year at Mt. Salem, was strongly urged to take charge
of our church at Easton, Md., made vacant by the removal of Dr. Wilson. After
consultation with Bro. Smith, the Presiding Elder of' Easton District, and the
Official Board of Mt. Salem Church, and with the consent and approval of Bishop
Andrews, the change was effected, and Bro. Stephen M Morgan, Jr., pastor of Hills-
boro Circuit, was appointed to fill che vacancy at Mt. Salem. He at once entered
upon the work and his labors have given great satisfaction. The charge not only
holds her position along all lines, but is advancing, under the pastor’s intelligent
and well directed efforts.

In September, Brother C. H. Kershaw, a local preacher, who had success-
fully served as a supply at East Lake and Edgemoor, resigned to attend Dickin-
son College. Brother J. D. Rigg, who was granted a supernumerary relation at
the last Conference, was appointed to this work He entered upon the task with
his usual tact and vim, and soon endeared himself to all. But late in the Autumn
he was stricken down with a severe attack of pneumonia, which incapacitated
him for all work, and he was compelled to relinquish his charge. Since that time
the work has been in the hands of Brother Moses Bullock, a local preacher of
Brandywine Church, who has rendered faithful service.

With the exception of Brother Rigg, who I am glad to report has recovered
sufficiently to be able to attend the sessions of this Conference, the health of our
preachers on this district has, in the main, been good. Brother Layfield was, for
a little while, on the sick list, but soon rallied, and closes a successful year ot
hard work on Zion circuit. Brother Bowman, pastor of Silverbrook, was also
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disabled for a little season from an attack of malaria, but he now rejoices in his
usual health.

Mrs. Julia A. S. Conner, wife of Brother James Conner, passed from earth
and suffering, to heaven ‘and reward after a lingering illness, on the 29th of last
April, at the Parsonage of Mt. Lebanon Church. She had scarcely become
settled in her new home before the doors of her heavenly mansion were opened
for her reception. Her body was laid away to rest in the cemetery at Barrett's
Chapel, on the 2d of May, Brothers Quigg, Terry, Rawlins and McFarlane, assis-
ting in the burial service. A suitable memoir will be read by Brother Terry.

First in importance is the revival work. Every charge held special services
some time during the year for the conversion of souls. While the results may not
be commensurate with the effort in every case, yet good was.accomplished in the
quickening of the spiritual life, and in the edification and instruction of believers.
At North East the work has been marvelous. This town of 1,200 inhabitants has
been shaken by the power of God. Before the meeting began last fall, the pas-
tor, Brother Koons, canvassed the town, visiting every home, and urged the peo-
ple to come to the meeting. He also visited the stores and saloons and requested
them to close their places of business in the evening so that all might have an op-
portunity to hear the gospel. His request was complied with, even the liquor
saloons closing their doors that the gospel might have right of way. Over 150
souls were converted, and nearly all united with the church.

Sylmar, Brother Bryan, pastor, was also visited last fall by a gracious and
powerful revival, which continued for several weeks, resulting in nearly fitty con-
versions. The pastor was in labors abundant, walking about 150 miles during
these meetings, visiting and praying with the people. Such earnest work for God
and souls must always meet with the divine blessing.

In January last, Moody and Sankey, by invitation of the churches of Wil-
mington, held revival services in the Rink building in that city for three weeks.
The power of the Holy Ghost was manifest to convict and convert. Hundreds
were reached who had not attended church. All our churches, not only 'in the
city, but many in the country, felt the blessed influence of these meetings, and the
harvest has been reaped in the numbers who have given their names to the
various churches. This great meeting was followed by revival services through-
out the city, and many have been born again through these efforts. Old Asbury,
upon whose altars the revival fires never go out, comes to Conference with a roll
of 225 probationers. God has honored their faith and blessed them for bringing
more tithes into his store-house, in increasing the salary of their faithful and en-
ergetic pastor to $1,500.

Kingswood comes next with an addition of 175 to the church this year. This
church, which is rapidly coming to the front among our city charges, has also in-
creased the salary of its popular pastor. Perhaps, never in the history ot this
church has it been in a better condition, The membership is thoroughly aroused
and souls converted at nearly every service

The tide of prosperity runs high at Grace Church and the devoted pastor, Dr.
Dobbins, finishes his second year amid a blaze of revival glory. This church re.

s

5

WILMINGTON CONFERENCE. 53

ports 125 probationers, while Union, St. Paul's Brandywine, Scott, Madeley, Cook-
man, Silverbrook, Wesley, East Lake, Harrison Street, Mt. Salem, city :
and New Castle, Port Deposit, Elk Neck, Elkton, Stanton, Salem, Chesape:ﬂ‘:e'
City, Bethel and Summit, Red Lion and Glasgow, Newport, Chester-Bethel Mt.
Pleasant, Cherry Hill, Hopewell, Zion Circuit, Charlestown Circuit, Clayn,lont
Delaware City, Hockessin and Ebenezer, Mt. Lebanon and Union, Newark and
\Yes]ey' St. George’s, indeed every charge has received more or less of the re-
vival showers. I am not able to give the precise number of conversions, this will
appear in the statistics, but the glorious uplift of the churches into a higher life,
the sanctification of believers, the regenerated hearts and the transformed homes,
no .ﬁgures can adequately set forth. When it is remembered that much of this
revw:lll “f'ork has been done amid the snow and cold of a winter unsurpassed for
severity in the history of the Wilmington Conference, the results will appear the
more marvelous and gratifying, and the determination of Methodist preachers to
lift this world up to the Eternal Throne the more manifest. As I have traveled
throughout the district, I have endeavored to lay special emphasis upon this part
of a preacher’s work, the salvation of souls,

Two camp meetings were held during the year, Brandywine Summit, under
Brother Isaac Jewell, and Woodlawn, under the charge of Bro. J. E. Bryan.
They were seasons of spiritual and social enjoyment, and some souls were sa'ved.

On Sunday, June 26th last, the neat and attractive little church at Elsmere,
at \'\"ilmington and Northern Junction of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, was
dedicated, Drs. Dobbins and Hubbard, of Wilmington, assisting the pastor, Bro.
A. S. Mowbray. The total cost of this church property is about $3,400. Of this
amount the cash, subscriptions and donations realized about $2,400, leaving a
mortgage of $1,000 on the building. Great credit is due to the pastor and the
noble little band who stood by his side.

At Baldwin’s, on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, an attractive chapel has
been erected. The dedicatory services were held on the 27th of November,
Bros. Jewell, I. L. Wood and the Presiding Elder, assisting the pastor, Brother
Hunter. The total cost of $1,200, was provided for, the Church Extension
S(?ciety donating $75.00 from its Mountain Fund. This church is planted in the
midst of a growing industrial community, the pay roll of the mills amounting to
$30,000 per month, and it is destined to be a centre of religious influence and
power in the years to come,

Early in the Conference year, Epworth charge in Wilmington, led by the
earnest, perserving pastor, Brother Jewell, determined to remove to a better
locality and build. A desirable lot, at the corner of Tenth and Lombard streets,
was purchased at $6,000. The corner stone was laid on October 6th, Rev. Drs.
Hulburd of Philadelphia. Dobbins and Hubbard, of Wilmington, and the Pre-
siding Elder, assisting the pastor. A beautiful and commodious building
of brick, with dark stone trimmings, of the Roman-Greco style of archi-
tecture, is nearing completion. The lecture room has been fitted up and
is now occupied by the Sunday-School and congregation.

ing capacity of about 7oo0.

It has a seat-
The main auditorium will seat nearly 1000,
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The whole building is heated by steam and lighted by electricity. This structure
is unique and presents an imposing appearance. For taste, style and finish it is
scarcely surpassed by any church in the city. The dedication will prol.)ably take
place some time in April or May. Great credit is due the pastor and hl.S self-sac-
rificing and devoted members, who in the face of difficulties and hindrances,
which at times seemed almost insurmountable, have persevered in their efforts,
until now they occupy a building which, with the parsonage attached, is worth
about $26,000. The parsonage, when completed, will be a comfortable bome for
Epworth’s pastor, having all the modern conveniences. Its dimensions are
18x49, three-story with Mansard roof. This parsonage is valued at 4,000, and
when occupied there will be only $700 against it. .

Silverbrook, one of the young and growing churches of Wilmington, in or-
der to give more room to their increasing Sunday-School and congregatior?, also
resolved last Spring to “rise up and build.” Brother Joseph Pyle had previously
donated a lot, worth about $4,000, and added to this a subscription of $1,000.
This so encouraged the members that plans were secured and work begun in the
summer. The corner stone was laid October 15th, Rev. Dr. Dobbins and T. E.
Terry, of Grace and St. Paul’'s Churches, and Rev. W. P. Swartz., of the .Centrél
Presbyterian Church, assisting the pastor. The building, which is of gran}te, will
be completed sometime in May, and will cost about $20,000 especial attention has
been paid to the Sunday-School room, which is one of the most commodious and
neatly arranged rooms in the city. :

The city is growing in this direction, and with this new, handsome church,.m
a desirable location, there is no reason why Methodism should not keep pace with
the march of progress. Too much credit cannot be given to Brothe.r Joseph
Pyle and Joseph H. Coley, who with counsel and means have sustam.ed the
pastor and membership in this enterprise. Brother Bowman, Fhe pastor, is to be
congratulated upon the promising future of this his first charge in our Cc?n.ierer.lce.

Cookman, whose society has for about eight years been worshiping ina
rented store-room on Scott street, some time since purchased a lot, worth about
$2,500, not very far from the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, on Railroad aYenue_
They have money sufficient to pay the last installment on it and are preparing to
build a plain brick chapel, to cost about $5,000.

Harrison Street Church, organized in October, 1891, in two rooms in a rented
house, under the jurisdiction of St. Paul's Quarterly Conference, has collected
and expended in the eighteen months of its history, about $7,000. A splendid
lot, at the corner of Seventh and Harrison streets, was purchased for $4,200,
which has since been paid. Ground will be broken in a few weeks for a stone
chapel, to seat about 6co, to be heated by steam and lighted by electricity. The
estimated cost is about $12,000, $2,000 of which is already in sight. This, the
youngest child of Methodism in Wilmington, is already growing and in course of
a few years will be a stronge charge. This noble little band, led.by the wide-
awake pastor, know how to work and sacrifice and never talk of failure. Much
of the success of this enterprise is due to the counsels and labors of Broth’:r
Jabez Hodson, a local preacher of St. Paul's Church, who has been ‘ instant in
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season and out of season,” in his efforts to nurse this child into strength and
vigor. :

A large and desirable lot has been secured at Mashallton, at a cost of #1350,
upon which, in the near future, a parsonage will be built.

Christiana Church was re-opened June 26th, after having been closed for
several weeks. In the meantime the building had been thoroughly renovated and
beautified, re-frescoed, painted, etc., at a cost of $80o. The re-opening services
were conducted by Bros, Hanna, Terry and Wood, assisting the pastor, Brother
Eiswald, to whose energy and perseverance these improvements are largely due,
The total cost has been paid and the church is free from debt.

Grace Churce, Wilmington, was closed during the summer for improvements,
This handsome edifice was re-frescoed in pleasing colors, electric lights put in,
steam heaters taking the place of hot air furnance, audience and Sunday-School
rooms re-carpeted, pews painted, and other improvements added, at a cost of
$11,400, all of which was assumed by the Trustees, so that on the day of re-
opening there was no special collection lifted. Revs. Dr. W. J. Stevenson, of
Reading, and Dr. ], E Smith, of Trenton, former pastors, assisted the pastor, the
former preaching in the morning and the latter in the evening.

Wesley Church, Elk Neck, has been carpeted, painted and a new roof put on
at a cost of $350, all of which has been paid. On the day of re-opening, Sunday,
OctBber 16th, Bros. Wood, of Elkton, and Koons, of North East, assisted the
pastor, Bro. Edwin Gardner.

At Elkton, a new pipe organ has been put in the church, together with new
chairs for the choir and new carpet for the pulpit, at a cost of $1,100, which has
been paid.

Union Church, in Wilmington, keeps step to the march of improvements.
The commodious audience room has been recarpeted, cushions newly upholstered,
a new pipe organ has been bargained for and will in a few weeks be put in. The
re-opening services will be held early in May. The total cost of these improve-
ments, $3,000 will be provided for before the day of re-opening.

In October last, a lot adjoining East Lake Chapel was purchased at a cost of
$300. This will enable this young charge to enlarge its borders at an early
date. In October, a new roof was put on Asbury Church, on Charlestow:? Circuit,
ata cost of $150, nearly all of which has been paid.

At St. John’s Church, on Zion Circuit, new heaters have been placed in the
basement, which enabled the people to worship in comfort during the extreme cold
of the past winter. The cost, $150, has been met,

Zion Church, on the same Circuit, has also undergone a thorough overhaul-
ing. New chairs have taken the place of the old benches, new and modern
windows of stained glass, new heating apparatus, etc., at the cost of $1,100. The
re-opening services will be held in a few weeks.

A new roof has been put on Hopewell Church at a cost of #122, no debt.

The parsonage at Zion has been improved ata cost of g100.

Improvements on the parsonage at Newark amount to g12o.

s a———
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A new porch has been added to the parsonage at Port Deposit, at a cost of
#188 which greatly improves the property.

St. Paul's Church, Wilmington, was dedicated in March, 1844. Next year
will be its soth anniversary. The Quarterly Conference has appointed a semi-
centennial committee of nine, with the pastor as chairman, to arrange for a proper
observance of the event. It is also in contemplation to improve the church
property this year by putting in a new front, new pews, new carpets, etc., at prob-
able cost of $10,000.

As stated by my predecessor in his report of last year, Madeley charge sub-
scribed g1,600 towards lifting the mortgage of $3,000 which the Sunday School
Union of Grace Church holds against the property. Although poor in this world’s
goods they are rich in faith, and led by their faithful pastor, Dr. Waddell, they
have this year raised about %800 of this amount, besides assuming the entire
responsibility of paying their pastor’s salary.

Hockessin and Ebenezer charge has paid about $500 on the Parsonage debt,
leaving but a small balance to be paid.

St. Paul's has paid off a mortgage of $1,500, which for several years rested
on the Parsonage.

Hopewell charge paid this year on Parsonage debt $460, leaving a balance
of but $240.

Salem, on Christiana Circuit, has also paid off an indebtedness of $50, which
has been on the church for some time.

Wesley Church, Wilmington, raised this year over $1,100 on its mortgage
debt of 6,c00. Through the superior financial management of Brother Quigg,
the pastor, this result was secured, and a loan of $4,000 from the Church EXten-
sion Society. secured by mortgage on the church. The society at Wesley is
weak financially, but strong in energy and purpose. Daylight is just ahead.

Kingswood Church is anxiously looking forward to the time when they will
be able to complete their audience room. Their present quarters in the Lecture
Room are entirely inadequate to accommodate the large and growing congrega-
tion. They have raised over g1,200 this year towards reducing the church debt.
Under Brother Dulany's pastorate this church has had a remarkable growth.

The total cost of church buildings already finished, and those to be com-
pleted this year, foots up the magnificent sum of over g50,000. Estimated cost of
éontemplatcd buildings, $22,500; church improvements, nearly $20,000; debts
paid, ‘$3.500; making a grand total of about $96,000, which our people of this
district are willing to lay at the'feet of the world’s Redeemer, as a slight token of
their gratitude for mercies received, and as an evidence of their faith in God and
Methodism.

Notwithstanding the large amounts paid tor building and improvements, the
benevolencies have received due attention. There may be a falling off in some
charges, owing to the extreme cold of the winter, impassable condition of the
roads, and other hindering causes which could not be overcome. At Port De-
posit, there were no church services for several weeks, owing to the water and ice
thrown into the town from the Susquehanna river. In some cases there is a lack
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of appreciation on the part of the people of the needs and magnitude of the work.
The amounts contributed, however, represent the earnestness and faithfulness of

the preachers, and the liberality of the people who are generally ready to respond.

when the facts are given them.

There are fourteen Chapters of the Epworth League on the District. In
nearly every charge the young people are organized under some name. These
organizations give excellent drill to the young Soldiers of the Cross, and are de-
cided aids in the development of Christian character. They have helped the
pastor in revival services and in some instances given substantial financial aid.
In May, a District Convention of Epworth League Chapters was held at New-
port, which was an occasion of much interest. The reports showed growth and
advancement. Rev. Isaac Jewell was elected President, and Rev. ]J. P. Otis
Secretary. These officers have given attention to their respective duties and
report the work well organized. ;

I regret that the liquor traffic is still entrenched within the territory of the
Wilmington District. Although efforts have been made to dislodge this foe of all
good, yet he has not been driven from his entrenchments. Our preachers are
loyal to the cause of prohibition, their pulpits give forth no uncertain sound on
this subject. Our members, I believe, are in full sympathy with the Episcopal
address of 1892, in which it is declared that ‘  the saloon is an unmixed evil, full
of diabolism, a disgrace to our civilization, the chief corrupter of political action,
and a continual menace to the order of society and the peace and purity of our
homes.”  They also stand by the declarations ot the discipline, that «the Church
of God ought,to be known always and everywhere as the relentless and uncom-
promising foe of this ungodly business, and that it is the duty of every Christian
to wage ceasless warfare against it.”

This report would be incomplete did I fail to mention the work the “elect
ladies” are doing. In some charges they are the most faithful and reliable of
stewards, attending carefully to the finances, removing all apprehension from the
mind of the pastor as to a deficiency in his salary at the end of the year. Two
missionary organizations are maintained by these Christian women, the Foreign
and Home Missionary Societies, the former has twenty auxiliaries on the District.
These societies are wisely superintended and managed by Mrs. W. E, Tomkin-
son, and Mrs. N. M. Browne, respectively, by their prayers, offerings and sacri-
fices, they are sustaining God’s servants in foreign fields, and blessing and puri-
fying the home in our own land.

The record of the year is made up. May the Great Head of the Church
continue to bless His servants who have toiled, and the people to whom they have
ministered. With heart-felt thanks to preachers and laymen for their kindness
and appreciation, I respectfully submit this, my first annual report.

; Louis E. BARRETT.

EASTON DISTRICT.

First of all I desire to thank God for his goodness and mercy toward us, in
that life and health, for the most part have been preserved, and heavenly breezes
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given by which we have been borne along safely and sucessfully to the end of
another year’svoyaging. Only one of our ministers having died during the year,
Brother Jas. L. Houston a superanuate of this Conference and who has been
in the itinerant harness more than fifty years died at the home of his daughter
near Trape, Talbot County, Md., September 18, 1892, after a lingering illness.
Funeral services were held at St. Paul’s Church, Willmington, Del., of which he
was a member. A suitable memoir has been prepared by Brother Martindzle.
Death also came to the parsonage at Church Hill and stole away the infant son
of Brother and Sister Watkins. Brother Geoghegan at Wye and Starr and
Brother Devenish at Hillsboro, have been afflicted with long and painful illness
but they are at last restored to health again.

The plan ot the work has remained as fixed by the Bishop, except in a few
cases. Easton, in consequence of the transfer of Dr. J. A. B. Wilson to the New
York East Conference, was left without a supply. Brother Walter E. Avery, of
Mt. Salem, was sent to Easton, taking up the work there about the first of May,

since which time every interest of the charge has been looked after and the year -

closes with Easton’s splendid record of the past unbroken. Brother S. M.
Morgan, Jr., was taken up from Hillsboro to fill Brother Avery’s place at Mt.
Salem, and Brother Jas. A. Brindle a supernumerary, residing at Hillsboro, was
put in charge of Hillsboro till after arrangements could be made. Early in July
I was fortunate enough to secure the services of Brother O. W. Devenish as a
supply for Hillsboro for the remainder of the year. Brother Devenish has done
good work and the year closes at Hillsboro in good shape. In consequence of
some disagreement as to the plan for preaching it was found necessary early in
the year to let Piney Neck and Rock Hall change off as a seperate charge. Piney
Neck has since been supplied by W. M. Lister, a local preacher, and the plan
seems to be working fairly well. The old Jumptown Church, near Ridgeley, Caro-
line County, Md.,in the early part of the fall, was resurrected It has been
closed for the last eighteen years. Brother Jas. A. Brindle was put in charge.
Since then they have organized a good Sunday-School, had a revival, and now
again after their long sleep take their place in the line ot march.

Four new churches have been projected, viz: Cheswold on Smyrna Circuit,
Delaney’s on Sassatras and Masseys Circuit, St. Paul on Cecilton Circuit, and
Betterton on Still Pond Charge. The one at Cheswold has been finished at a cost
of $3,359, and was dedicated on the 2d day of October free of debt. The success
of this church enterprise is almost without a parallel. The building itself is a
“thing of beauty and a joy forever,” and in addition to this it is elegantly car-
peted, seated and lighted, making it one of the most attractive and beautiful
churches anywhere to be found. Let it be understood, too, that this is not a new
church on an old site. Cheswold has never before had a church. They had
formerly worshiped at Bethel, a grand old country church one mile and a quarter
away. Cheswold with her new church all paid for, will start her separate exist-
ence as a society at the beginning of the next Conference year with a member-
ship of about seventy-five and a Sunday-school of 100, and with a preacher all

WILMINGTON CONFERENCE. 59

their own, The success of this enterprise has been largely due to the persever-
ance and liberality of a few godly laymen at Cheswold.

The church at Delaney also has been completed at a cost of $1,000 which
has been paid, except $150. This church takes the place of the old one, only on
a new site just across the toad. Itis a good substantial church, and_ represents
splendid self-sacrifice. :

The Church of St. Paul, on Cecilton c?large, is not yet finished. Work had
to be suspended on account of the cold vieather. This is to be a magnificent
church when completed, costing, perhaps, four or five thousand dollars. Already
$3,253 have been paid on it, and the work as far as it has gone is paid for. It
will be finished and dedicated, free of debt, as soon as the weather will permit.
And it is just possible that not even a collection will need to be taken on the day
of dedication. This is a splendid achievement. The church at Betterton is also
unfinished. It will cost, when complete, about $1,000, and means a great deal
for the faithful pastor at Still Pond and his brave little band at Betterton.

Improvements have been made upon the churches at Kings Creek, Middle-
town, Oxford, and Smyrna. At the latter two places the improvements have been
extensive and elegant. At Oxford, the church has been newly carpeted, frescoed,
and painted, making the church more attractive and beautiful. Those improve-
ments cost $550, all of which has been paid or provided for. At Smyrna, the
lower part of the church has all been made new. New frescoing, new Brussels
carpet, and new seats of the latest and most improved style. The cost is $1,000,
most of which has been paid.

Only one new parsonage has been built on the district during the year, and
this is at Sudlersville. It is, however, a commodious and elegant one, costing
about $3,500. Unfortunately a debt of about $1,200 is left on this property. Im-
provements have been made upon the parsonages at Middletown, Greensboro,
Marydel, Smyrna Circuit and Tilghman’s Island. Again have Brother William
Taylor and wife showered their gifts upon the parsonage at Middletown, which,
together with the generous gifts of the Mite Society, make the Middletown parso-
nage, with one single exception, perhaps, the most elegantly furnished preacher’s
home in the Conference.

Every dollar of the old debt on the church at Easton has been paid, and the
same may be said of the old debt on the parsonage at Marydel, and thus the
work of building, repairing and paying old debts on churches and parsonages,
has gone steadily on, and in these stringent times this showing represents
splendid work for both preachers and people.

The increase in apportionments for pastor’s salaries this year, amounted in
the aggregate to about $1,000, and in most instances, apportionments have been
met. We have had a few splendid advances. Bayside and Tilghman’s, which
paid $600 together, as separate charges have this year paid in the aggregate
$900. King's Creek went up from g400 last year to $600 this, and has paid it.
Marydel and Still Pond increase $100 each, and Appoquinimink and Salem, g5o
each. In several places, however, we have had a serious falling off, which fact
strongly emphasizes the necessity for an increase in our Domestic Mission Fund,
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in order that the Presiding Elders might have the wherewith to help these deserv-
ing brethren in hard places. The Easton District ought to have, at the very least
calculation, g500 Domestic Mission Funds for this purpose,

We have on the district, seventeen Chapters of the Epworth Leagu‘e, anfi a
reported membership of 1,125. This young society, in many places, is doing
splendid work, and is tull of promise for the future. A very helpful and enthus-
iastic District Convention was held at Chestertown in September. New Ch;tpters
have been organized at Tilghman's Island, Broad Creek, or Talbot Circuit, and
Middletown. .

The district organization is well officered, with Brother V. S. Collins at the
head, and even better things may be looked for in the future. -

We are proud to say that the larger part of the territory embraced in the
Easton District is exempt to a large degree from the blighting curse of the rum
traffic, through prohibitory legislation in the form of local _opuon. Carolvme,
Queen Anne, Kent and the larger part of Talbot County, Md., have no Ieagahzeq
s~aloons. One District of Talbot, however, is cursed beyond estimate by the pre-
sence of about a dozen of these sinks of iniquity, and it is estimated that they
swallow up not less than $40,000 worth of the material resourcesA of the county
annually, to say nothing of the moral, social and intellectual ruin .wrought by
them, ‘_r—\t some time during the year I have preached on prohibition in nearly'a]l
“the charges of the District. The pastors in most cases hz.lve done the same thing
in their own pulpits. In addition to this about 3,000 copies of the report of the
Committee on Temperance and Prohibition of the last General C('mference at
Omaha have been distributed throughout the District. We entertain the hope
that at no distant day, a Temperance League, such as suggestefi by the last
General Conference may be organized in every church on the District. g

From the information gathered from the various pastors on the District, it
looks now as though the benevolences would not bevin .adv:_mce of last‘year.
Missions will again touch about the $5,000 mark. This will still keep us in th'e
first grade among the Districts of the church, and if the whole church were pay-
ing per capita what we are, our missionary offering would reach the .llnndSOFIle
sum of $1,500.000; $5,000, however, for missions on the Easton District (lurllnﬁ
the past year means splendid self-sacrifice.. ~ We have .been face Vto tace wit
hard conditions. Total failure of the peach crop, low prices for grain, and an al-
most total failure of the oyster business. In spite of these things, h?wever_ many
ot the charges have maintained their high standard of the past, and in a few cas.es
we have had splendid advances. Tilghman’s Island goes up from $23 for mis-
sions last year to g60 this; King's Creek goes up from $45 to $60; Marydel goes
up from $45 to $60, and Smyrna Circuit, which.under the pastoral charge ?f Rcr\;
R, K. Stephenson has made a steady increase in all the benevolences during t :
past four years again goes ahead of apportionments ar_)d even ahead of an}): oe
the splendid years of the past. In quite a number of instances, however, ther

has been a serious falling off, and that too, in spite of our best endeavor. The
people are loyal and the preachers are faithful to all these interests, and as sov.?]!;
as there comes relief from the hard conditions which now confront us, we wi
again speed away to greater acheivements.

g
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Revivals! Ah this is the inspiring theme !
the gleaners have gathered during this Confere
for the garners on high. Over 1,100 of who
Ah, better still, doubtless
safe on the shining shore,

Out of these whitened harvest fields
nce year not less than 1,300 sheaves
m have been received on probation.
some have already crossed over and are to-day
Last year we reported 900 conversions and 80o proba-
tioners. This year an increase of 400 conversions and 300 probationers.
Revivals have been almost universal.

not report a score or more of souls saved.
Oxford, Talbot Circuit, Bayside, Tilg
more conversions.

There is scarcely a charge that does
Smyrna Circuit, Centreville, Marydel,
hman’s Island and Ingleside report fifty or

In a few instances these revivals have been of wonderful
scope and power. At Ferry Neck on Roy

twelve weeks and resulted in the conversion of sixty souls, The church was only
a handful and dead at that, the neck narrow and sparsely settled.
such a place is a modern miracle. The church is resurrected and takes a lease
of life for another generation. Brother R. Irving Watkins, at Church Hill, re-
ports 148 conversions. All the churches on the Circuit have been blessed, but
Spaniard's Neck, an appointment for many years in decline, has been literally
restored to strength and beauty again. Brother Browne at Middletown, reports
the largest ingathering, about 160 converted and 136 joined on probation, and
the good work still going on. Brother Browne has been assisted in this meeting
by Brother Wm. K, Galloway, 2 man full of faith and the Holy Ghost. The
whole town has been stirred, some of the meetings have been truly wonderful.
‘ The old time power has fallen upon the people and the shout of new born souls
has been heard.
At Smyrna they have also had a wonderful outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
Brother Galloway has also assisted Brother Wilson. About one hundred souls
have already been converted, and the meeting still goes on. Last Sunday was
without doubt the most riemorable day in the history of the Smyrna church,
sixty-nine souls were converted during the day, Perhaps not less than forty at
the morning service alone. And they did net simply hold up their hands, or
arise for prayer, or go into an inquiry room. They came to
where amid tears and groans they found the Savior.
place. The brethren have devised no easy method, It has been by the old time
method of urging men to repent and believe, to “go down’ and “get through,” to
be born again and become new creatures in Christ Jesus. Thank God the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church is still a revival chureh, and the glory of her ancient days
has not departed from her., Wherever and whenever the simple old gospel, all
on fire of love, is preached, souls are sure to be saved. Nor do we need any
new method of preaching it. What we do need, in order to its highest efficiency,

IS a new pentecost upon the pulpit and upon the pew. O, may it come upon us
while we tarry at this Jerusalem for a few days.

al Oak charge, the meeting ran for

Sixty souls in

the mourner’s bench
So it has been in every

ALFRED SMITH, P. E

i
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DOVER DISTRICT.

Dover District holds on her way of aggressive evangelism. The asperities
which one year ago so seriously disturbed the church have materially softened,
and grave apprehensions have given place to settled hopefulness, and but for a
variety of local conditions, at times seemingly insuperable, there would have been
marked development throughout the District,

Drought affecting the cereal products in one section, the almost total destruc-
tion of the crop of various fruits in others, followed by a winter unequaled in
severity for a quarter of a century, have been difficulties that challenged the best
wisdom and energy of preachers and laymen to overcome. The churches in
Dorchester County have suffered immensely. The oyster having gradually sup-
planted the agricultural interest, and hundreds of families being solely dependent
upon it, the closing of the oyster grounds by ice for six of the most lucrative weeks
of the season, was to the oystermen an appalling disaster. Two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars would not replace the losses sustained by Cambridge, Beck-
with, Church Creek, Hooper's Island and Elliott’s Island. To tranquilize the
purturbed state of mind prevailing upon the District, re-adjust the relation of
disaffected churches, and counterwork the effect of the seasons, without decline
in any interest, or retreat from any advanced position, has been an arduous task.
During the year the health of the preachers and their families has been well pre-
served, and yet we have not been without solemn reminders of our mortality.
Four of our co-laborers, one active, two supernumeraries and one superanuated
have joined the host of immortals.

Camp meetings were held at Camden, Concord, Beckwith, Ennall’s, Sand
Hills, Zoar and Crapo, with only meagre results, excepting the meetings at Con-
cord, Ernall's and Zoar, the influence of which extended to adjoining churches;
but disorganization ot Sunday-schools and congregations was largely the baneful
fruitage of the other gatherings. The most successful of these meetings was ag
Ennalls’ in charge of M. D. Nutter, with Evangelists Fuller and Galloway as
helpers.

M. D. Nutter, one of our growing young men, has been prostrated for weeks,
attributed to over-work during the days of intense heat at Ennalls’ camp, but now
convalescent, the hope is entertained that he will be able to resume his work.
Childrens’ Day was observed by a large number of our Sunday-schools ; the ser-
vices were interesting and the gatherings large, but prolonged from Sabbath to
Sabbath, many schools were disrupted and failed to recover. These services held
on different Sundays for six weeks, tend like camps, to maks Sabbath tramps of
our young people.

Could we confine them to two Sabbaths, and require our schools to observe
these days, we should correct much of the perversion of the real purpose, and
escape these damaging results.

The Epworth League, thoroughly re-organized upon the district, gives prom-
ise of efficiency and usefulness. Chapters have been formed in most ot our large
towns and a few of the larger country churches; the young people are becoming
nterestd in Bible study, the doctrines and history of the church and the cu
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of a christian life. Among the appointments W. F. Dawson is closing a success-
ful pastorate at Beckwith. The indebtedness on their elegant parsonage has been
paid and the church at Speddin’s slightly repaired. At Bridgeville, W. P. Comp-
ton, pastor, the old church property has been sold and the proceeds applied to
the payment of the indebtedness against their new church,the parsonage has been
rendered more comfortable by the addition of a new porch and furniture; and an
addition of 25 probationers to their membership has been made.

Burrsville reports thirty probationers, valuable additions to the Sunday-school
libraries, the purchase of two new organs, more furniture for the parsonage and
an improved organization in the several churches, J. E. Graham, pastor.

Cambridge reports sixty conversions, a lien of $700 against the pafsonage
paid, an active Chapter of the Epworth League, and a children’s class of one hun-
dred instructed by the pastor, thirty of whom have intelligently accepted Christ
and given themselves to the church. Amid a stringency such as rarely prevailed
in any community, J. H. Howard has gathered for the benevolences with some
industry, but reports only 250 for missions, or one-half the amount contributed
last year.

P. H. Rawlins, at Camden, closed his term of five years with the churches
of the circuit, complete in their organization, and in excellent conditon. St.
Jones’, one of the points of disaffection because of separation from its long estab-
lished relation to the Camden Circuit, was, after a careful hearing of their com-
plaints, restored to its former position, but observation has convinced us its de-
.veloment into a strong and influential church would be more certain and assured
in connection with Little Creek. Fifty coversions, payment of debts for previous
improvements at Lebanon and Camden with advanced collections, are a partial
record of the work of the year, ;

Cannons has caught the inspiration which has characterized other charges
anc? led by their pastor, T. S. Williams, has raised and paid the balance due or;
th_elr parsonage. . A higher degree of prosperity is not found on the district than
witnessed on this circuit.

On Church Creek, supplied by C. W, Clapham, Powell’s Church has been
completed and dedicated, subject only to a mortgage of $1c0. Our debt-burdened
church at Madison, is being rapidly delivered from its perilous condition, ¢361
of the #1000 having been raised and paid this year. Taylor's Island has purchased
an_d paid for a superior Epworth organ, The pastor has toiled day and night in
this hard field and succeeded, not merely in procuring financial relief, but
gathering ninety-one souls into the churches.

Crapo, W. W. Chaires, pastor, adds thirty probationers, new furniture to the
parsonage, a partial payment on Ebenezer Church and minor improvements to
other church property. Since November Brother Chaires has been attending
lectures at the Baltimore Medical College.

On Denton Circuit the interior of Harris’ Chapel has been improved and
rendered more attractive and comfortable at a cost of $380. By careful methods

and earnest effort the collections have reached their former liberal standard.
G. W. Townsend, pastor.

T e o
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Dorchester, supplied by L. B. Kirby, pastor, manifests decided improvement.
Sunday-Schools are better organized, congregations more regular in attendance,
a more liberal support for the pastor, and forty conversions.

Dover Methodism is again harmonious. Wesley with Dr. W. L. S. Murray was
neverin a better condition. The ladies have enlarged the parsonage by additions
to the back building and provided a new carpet for the Sunday-School room.
Arrearages remaining from last year's current expenses have been paid and
the demands of the present year fully met. An advance in collections has been

at Felton. Rev. T. H. Haynes, pastor, has been a diligent laborer in this field
of adverse conditions. Diminishing salary, small collections, and but few proba-
tioners are the record of results,

Frederica has been the recipient of a splendid gift from Mrs. Sarah B. Lesters
now a resident of Philadelphia. In memory of her gifted daughter a memorial
window was placed in the pulpit recess at a cost of $1200. Other improvements
such as stained glass windows, new carpet, frescoing, and re-painting have been
made at an additional cost of $1000. The parsonage has been enlargrd by a new

e
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secured without apparent strain and a gratifying increase in numerical strength back building and supplied with new furniture. S. R. Maxwell, pastor.
reported. J. T. VanBurkalow at Galestown has received an all year round ovation.
Ariory, better known as the Second Church,is on the tide of success. : Large gatherings attend his ministry, revivals-have quickened the churches, and
Wisdom and patience were daily required to advantageously reconstruct and or- =8 the parsonage has received some necessary repairs. Many of the people are poor,
ganize this Society. The division growing out of previous mirsunderstandings but they are appreciative, and willing helpers in the work.
have been serious obstacles, overcome only by dispassionate entreaty. After fre- Georgetown, C. A. Grise, pastor, has had an eventful year; able and instruc-
quent consultation the trustees of Wesley proffered their Chapel building costing ‘a“; tive preaching, pastorial visitation from house to house, wise and well ordered
$2,000 to the Armory brethren for $60o. This offer was accepted and the build- conversation among the people, diligence, but not haste, earnestness without
ing moved to their lot on Division street and dedicated last Sabbath. An ex- rashness on the part of the pastor, with an improved financial system, has wrought
tensive revival has rewarded the earnest labors of the pastor, Geo. W. Bounds, wonders for our church here. These qualities will produce the same results in
125 souls have been converted and the meetings still protracted. The need of any field of labor.
this new organization is now generally accepted as essential to maintain our hold Georgetown Circuit has been divided, with the four churches, St. Johns,
upon the masses in the town of Dover. A Cokesbury, Bethesda and Sand Hill, to constitute Georgetown Circuit, with A.
At East New Market, A. Burke, pastor, a depressing and embarrassing debt D. Davis pastor. Asbury, Conoways and St. Thomas to form Zoar Circuit, sup-
against the parsonage has been provided for. The Sunday-School and congrega- plied by J. W. Tindal. The improved condition of the work confirms the wis-
tion having outgrown the little church at Secretary, an enlargement is antic- ; dom of the plan. We predict a growth for Georgetown Circuit that will make it
pated in the near future, eighty conversions reward the earnest and persistent within five years as desirable as any circuit in the Conference. Improvements
labors of God's servant. have been made upon St. Johns at a cost of $140, and a new organ purchased for
On Ellendale Circuit every interest of the church shows improvement. L. By ; Bethesda. Zoar Circuit gives hopeful indications of gratifying development in
McLain and his co-laborers have worked in harmony, and we anticipate increasing : every department.
development for this charge. On Ellioft’s Island, supplied by B. Wheatley, a Greenwood has been blessed with a gracious revival at Trinity and Chap-
new and attractive church 28.by 45, with recess pulpit, stained glass windows and : lins, with a few accessions at Greenwood. A Chapter of the Epworth League or-
bell, has been built and occupied, with a small debt remaining. Though the ganized at Greenwood, is interesting the youth and preparing the young people
fitty-two families which constitute the population of this Island; with other oyster } for usefulness. Brother A. Green has attained a high degree of success in the
districts, have been impoverished by the severe winter, no interest of the church organization of the young.
has tfailed of liberal support. ; Harrington, R. T, Coursey, pastor, has declined largely in its support of the
Farmington reports thirty conversions and a more generous support of the benevolences, giving last year fully fifty per cent. more toward the collections
benevolences with a large payment upon the parsonage debt. W. M. Greene, - than the amount reported this year, not even our worthy and needy claimant fund
pastor. : ! is an exception in this large decline. Our church in Harrington has numbers,
Federalsburg, Julius Dodd, pastor, has an enrollment of fifty-one probationers, average wealth, with business and social position, but lacks organization,
a growing Sunday-school, and an active spiritual life. The benevolences are cred- On Hooper's Island the church is recovering its former position in the appre-
itably sustained and the church and parsonage property well preserved. r ciation of the people. Notwithstanding the financial depression resulting from the
Felton seems to languish under a cloud of discouragement. We have credit. fearful winter, the pastor’s salary has been paid in full, repairs made upon the
able church property, official men of more than average business capability, and churches and creditable contributions made to benevolences. D. H.Willis, pastor.
a fair degree of intelligent piety, but there is a want of the enthusiasm and vigor Houston has maintained its standing, and when all the capabilities of this
necessary to an aggressive and powerful church. Small crops, low prices and Circuit are united and consecrated, it will be one of the most influential charges
financial dearth are not alone the occasion of the present condition of ths: church in our territory. W. B. Guthrie has labored faithfully among these people and
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makes a satisfactory showing in conversions, contributions and other church inter-
ests.

Hurlocks, M. D. Nutter, pastor, is gradually advancing toward a position of
permanent strength. A small increase in the salary, a much needed improvement
in the parsonage, adding to its convenience and comfort, a new Epworth organ
and the prospect of a new church at McKendrie with a number of conversionsin-
dicate their progress. ’

Lakesville supplied by N. P. Johnson is a hard and undeveloped circuit, but
something has been gained in organization and numbers.

Leipsic has completed and dedicated a beautiful church 34x60; having
stained glass windows, recess pulpit and is seated with chairs. Commendable
liberality has provided for the greater part of the cost, which is $4500. F. F.
Carpenter, pastor.

Our church at Lewes has been handsomely frescoed throughout, supplied
with stained glass windows of beautitul designs, newly carpeted, and painted at a
cost of $2,100, making it one of the most attractive churches on the district. A
revival, resulting in 70 conversions, followed this expression of love for God’s
temple, which led to increased giving to all the benevolences. F. C. McSorley
closes one of the most successful pastorates of his ministry beloved by the old
and old of his congregation.

Lincoln, G. W. Burke, pastor, reports a gratifying condition of the churches
in Cedar Neck and Slaughter Neck with some hopeful changes in the disturbed
situation at Lincoln. There have been 25 conversions.

Magnolia, W. R. McFarlane, pastor, returns a goodly number of probationers,
salary paid in full but a small decline in benevolent collections.

Milford has moved backward to the position of five years ago, reducing the
pastor’s salary to $1,000, and the contributions to missions to $400, making a re-
duction of $200 in pastoral support and $200 for missions. Our church in Milford
represents intelligence, social position and some wealth, and it is earnestly hoped
that this backward step in finances is not the omen of a coming loss of prestige
and power. R. Watt, pastor, rejoices in the conversion of 70 souls and a well
earned reputation for pulpit ability and faithfulness as a pastor.

At Milton, E. P. Roberts, pastor, the title to our beautiful parsonage was un-
expectedly discovered to be so defective there was imminent danger of losing the
property, but by the good management of our official men a clear title was ob-
tained and our property secured. Small crops, diminished business interests and
the lack of employment have made this year a trying one to this people, but sac-
rifice and steadfast devotion have preserved every interest of our Zion.

On Nassau Circuit, J. S. Wickline, pastor, White's Chapel has been painted
and papered and slight improvements made upon the -parsonage. Excellent
church buildings, large congregations, a general attendance upon the class-meet-
ings, with a liberal support for the pastor and a ready response to all the de-
mands of the church characterize this Circuit. It ranks among the best ap-
pointments on the district.

Of all our pastoral charges none have passed the year so sad and eventful as
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Preston. Wm. Sheers, appointed to this circuit, was transferred by Bishop Andrews
immediately after the adjournment of Conference. J. S. Moore removed
from Woodside to Preston, failed in health, and after a few weeks of service was
compelled to take rest. A.T. Melvin accepted the appointment only to die one
month after entering upon his duties. Late in the year John Sewell an assistant
supply on Church Creek Circuit was placed in charge of Preston. Though young
and inexperienced the churches have been thoroughly aroused under his ministry
and eighty have been converted.

Vienna, W. H. Benford, pastor, and Salem, T. B. Cooper, pastor, have not
shown any perceptible growth during the year. The unfinished parsonage at
Salem’ has been completed, mainly through the efforts of the pastor, and partly
furnished, some reduction made in the debt against Linkwood, but Vienna has
not indicated growth in any department, it indeed position has been sustained.

Seaford has had another year of peculiar vicissitudes. Clarence Wilson, ap-
pointed to this charge, was transferred early in September to Fort Smith. After
the lapse of a few weeks his transfer was revoked. Scarcely had he resumed his
work when another transfer tor Fort Smith was announced. By request, W, E.
England was appointed to fill the vacancy thus made. Here too a parsonage debt
has been paid and a small amount paid upon the indebtedness at Bladesville ; but
partly.owing to the scarcity of money and more from the want of system cthere
has been a serious and needless decline in the collections.

Williamsburg, supplied by A. C. Jones, is enjoying unusual prosperity. Souls
converted, debts paid, growing liberality, enthusiastic class meetings, full congre-
gations and weekly prayer services in each church are the indications of an im-
proved spiritual life.

Williston has advanced in the benevolences, gathered in many precious souls
and advanced believers to a higher christian experience. T. F. Tabler, pastor.

At Woodside, J. P. Outten, pastor, a new and beautiful church has been dedi-
cated and the debt provided for. The church at Viola has been re-painted and
papered and every doliar of expenditure paid in cash. Slight improvements
made at Canterbury, twenty-five probatianers and advanced collections are re-
ported.

W. B. Gregg appointed to Wyoming circuit failed in health in early fall, and
after protacted illness died in peace in January, Wishing to live but ready to die
he quietly entered into eternal rest.

Little Creek shows an aggressiveness that must be prophecy of coming
strength, a more zealous and loyal people are not found, liberal and unwavering
in their devotion to the church, they are destined to a bright future. C. W. Strick-
land is pastor. The Conference Academy, through Prof. W. L. Gooding furnishes
the following statistics: Number of students, 1892-93, 173; Conference Educa.
tional Society Beneficiaries, 1; Board of Education Beneficiaries, 13; Value of
Property, $80,000.00 ; Indebtedness (approximate), $25,000.00; Receipts for board
and tuition, $16,455.35; Expenditures, $14,416.04 ; Net receipts, $2,039.31 ; Rental,
$683.10.

Our Academy justly ranks among the best institutions of its grade. Supplied
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with teachers eminently qualified for their positions, thorough aTld. pair?stakin.g in
instruction, and exercising wholesome but not rigorPus discipline, it merits a
parronage commensurate with more pretentious instltunons: Eve.ry preacher and
layman in our bounds should be the zealous advc?c'ate of its claims. And now
brethren, thrust unexpectedly in this official position, confronted l?y' difficulties
such as have not been the lot of any predecessor since the flays of civil war, com-
pelled by the exigencies of the situation to counsel and arbitrate where prejudice
and passion had prevailed, to inspire with courage and stgadfafmess the fiespond-
ent and faltering, to unite the dissevered and alienated into a harmonious anc%
Christly brotherhood, we bring our report. We have almost umversal‘harmor‘:y -
we are one in fraternal feeling and in the gregt purpose to make our .Method1sm
a mighty force. The year has been a pause in the history of the dl%tl’lct, a pause
like unto that of an army, which has received a dreadful shock in bva.ttle, and
must organize and drill for future conquest. Some seized the oppor.tun.lty~ to re-
treat from prominent positions, but many have held or advanced their lines. We
regret that any have turned backward, we are glad tht? broken ranks are few. If
the present was ever a prophecy of the future, or §ommg evepts cast their shad-
owe before, we see in the present state of the district the promise of great results.
Devoutly thankful to Almighty God for health and preser.vatlon, to my brethren
of the ministry and laity for their uniform courtesy and kindness I humbly sub-

it thi . H. Apams.
mit this report. R

SALISBURY DISTRICT.

The sowing and the reaping of another year are done. We come now to
count in part the sheaves. ’ .

In general, a kind Providence has smiled upon the preachers and t}}en.' fami-
lies. But the shadows have fallen upon two parsonage home§—thaF at Salisbury,
in the death of the father of the pastor; Brother Charles Hill, retired from the
active to the supernumerary ranks at the last session of our Conference, and re-
moved to the home of his son, the Rev. C. A. Hill of Salisbury, Md., and on
June 22d he was transferred to the glorified ranks above. ‘ :

Heart-breaking sorrow came to the parsonage on Smith’s Island, September
2oth, in the death, by drowning of Brother Gray’s oldest daughter, Bertha, a
beautiful Christian character who was just blooming into womanhood when tt}e
summons came, but she was ready. The body was afterward recovered and laid
to rest by loving hands.

Brother W. L. P. Bowen has been in poor health most of the year, and now,
after twenty years of laborious and successful toil. in difficult fields, he comes
asking for a change of relation from effective to supernumerary. May peace be
his in the merited rest he seeks.

In the roll-call of the appointsments to follow we shall note some of the more
prominent features of the work done during the year.

Annamessex, under the pastoral care of O. S. Walton, has ?xtex}ded her
borders in establishing preaching at the Jacksonville Academ).'. This point hold‘s,
in large measure, the future of the charge; a ‘new church in the near future is
anticipated. No report of conversions or collections to date.
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Asbury still faces to the future, she reports 110 conversions, and leads the
district. Her benevolences are in advance of any preceding year. Her contri-
bution to the Conference Claimants of $87 is the largest in the district. Improve-
ments amounting to $285 are reported. Under Brother Baker's leadership the
watchword is onward and upwark. :

Barren Creek is a fruitful field under the tillage of Eben Welch. The new
church reported a year ago has been completed and paid for to within $250. The
church at Spring Grove is being improved by the addition of a recess pulpit, re-
modeled seats, fresco, etc., at a cost of about $175.

It will be reopened in April next. At Hebron, the tent in which the people
worshiped for two years, is giving place to a new church, to be completed in the
early summer at a cost of about #1,000. Brother Welsh reports that his member-
ship has nearly doubled by letter during the year, also nine conversions and $r2
for the benevolences.

The prominent feature of the year’s work at Berlin is the effort on the part of
the pastor to secure funds with which to rebuild the church. He reports nearly
$1,000 in cash and good subscriptions and more in sight. This is a much needed
work and ought to have the help of the friends of Methodism abroad.

But whilst this has been the chief aim of the psstor, other features of the
work have not been neglected, as ten conversions and a good report on the be-
nevolence will show.

Bethel has painted and otherwise improved her parsonage property at an ex-
pense of $125, and $1o0 have been expended in other improvements. She more
than holds her own in spirituality and in contributions to the benvolences.
Brother Davis’ relations to his people are very pleasant.

Bishopville advanced her salary from $400 last year to $650 and has paid it
in full. She has suffered a sad loss in the death of James Evans, one of her most
able and liberal official members. Brother Alderson has given to Bishopville
three years of faithful and successful service and reports for this year, thirty-five
conversions, a slight increase in the collections and $55 expended in improve-
ments,

Cape Charles, a beautiful city near the cape of that name, has been served
for two years by W. O. Hurst. The church has been beautifully frescoed at an
expense of $18j, all paid, eight persons have been converted and the collections
are in good shape.

Chincoteague Island is suffering from an oyster famine and our churches are
having a financial struggle. However, Brother Jones’ salary is paid in full, the
collections are up to the fair standard of last year and $40 spent in improve-
ments,

When the ice-king, in January, locked the island in isolation and enforced
idleness upon the people, the pastor and a few faithful followers threw open the
church doors, stirred up the revival fires and by day and night invited the people
in. The whole Island responded, seventy souls were converted and all the
churches greatly blessed.

The report from Chrisfield shows encouraging progress, fifty conversions, an
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old debt of $340 paid, thus elearing our church property entirely, $50 rais§d for
improvements and an advance in the Educational and Conference Claimant
Collections Brother Ewing is closing his third year successfully.

Deal's Island hashad a year of unparalleled success, notwithstanding the
long continued freeze which ruined the winter’s harvest. The salary, which was
advanced to §1,000 is paid in full, the collections are in advance of any preceding
year, and 100 souls have been converted.

On August 17th a fire broke out in Delmar. It three hours more than one-
half of the town was in ruins, and in those ruins lay the ashes of our commodious
church and parsonage. For a time our people were despondent, but soon hope
revived and they began to rebuild. Now, upon what was a smouldering heap
seven months ago, there stands nearing completion, one of the most come.ly
church properties of the Conference. The church is a gothic structure, the. main
building of which is 140x60, recess pulpit, and an annex 18x28. The windows
are of cathedral glass and all memorial. The whole property, churgh and parson-
age, will be paid for on the day of dedcation in May next. For a time after the
fire our people worshiped in an old cannery, but afterward accepted the generous
offer of the Baptists, and all are now holding services in their church every alter-
nate Sabbath. Notwithstanding the financial disaster occasioned by the fire, our
church has not been allowed to suffer financially. The salary is paid in 'full, and
the collections are in advance of the high standard of last year—the missionary
collection going up from $125 to $200. .

Two years ago Fairmount seemed to have her face to the setting sun, espec-
ially in her missionary sentiment, but this year she reports larg.er.benevglences
than ever in her history. Two years ago she reported $413 for missions, this year
$670; $169 paid on old indebtedness and forty-nine souls converted. Bro. Pretty-
man is closing his fifth year grandly. _

Frankford, under Bro. Swain, has had a year of prosperity ; fifty conversions
and an increase on the collections. The salary was increased $100, and $100
raised for improvements. .

Fruitland has built a parsonage worth $1,000, with a debt of only $300, which
is being paid through a building and loan association. Bro. Given is to have l_arge
credit for this enterprise. 860 expended in improvements, forty-two conversions,
increased benevolences are other prominent features of progress.

Under Bro. Derrickson for three years, Girdletree has grown to be one ot our
best circuits. She has been seriously hurt by the oyster famine in Chincoteague
bay, yet financially she is in advance of any former year.

The new church enterprise at Klej Grange progresses slowly but surely,
$300 of the old debt on Girdletree Church has been paid and a new church will
be built at Goodwill soon. 27 conversions this year. S :

The prominent feature of the year's work at Gumboro Circuit, is Fhe rebuild-
ing of the church at Bethel, at a cost of $400, all of which was provided for on
the day of re-opening, October 23. The pastor's salary was advanc'ed $50, the

collections increased and 47 conversions bless the toils expended on this field.

A new church costing $2,100 has been built on Holland’s Island. The total
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cost was provided for on the day of dedication, and all but about #500 has been
paid. Seven conversions and the collections increased.

Last year Laurel increased her salary $100 and bought a parsonage, this year
she increases her salary another $1o0o, making $1,000, and expends $1,200 on
church improvements. The improvements consist of handsome cathedral glass
windows, fresco for the audience room, etc. The opening took plce June 1gth,
when the whole cost was provided for. Seven souls have been converted during
the year, and the collections are in advance of any former year. The Quarterly
Conference and the ladies of the church send up an invitation to this body to
hold its next session in their town. ;

Millsboro with one appointment less keeps the estimate for pastoral support
the same as last year, and the benevoledces are the same. Conversions, 2o0.

Brother Carroll has taken to himself a most estimable help-meet, and assures
us of better service in the future,

Mt. Pleasant Circuit is a new circuit made up of the three churches formerly
connected with Delmar. In this, her first year, she demonstrates her ability to
stand alone, and she looks confidently to the future.

Mt. Vernon is on the up grade. The Asbury Society have decided to build
a handsome church, and expect to begin soon. Brother Prouse has put in a
hard and successful year’s work. Successful revivals have blessed both churches
and the benevolences are well up.

At White Haven on Nanticoke charge, the new church was completed and
dedicated free of debt in the fall. 3

A new church enterprise is on foot at Nanticoke Point, the lot has been
donated by a Mr. Travis, subscription papers are meeting with hearty responses.
It is safe to say, that when this enterprise is completed, it will be in keeping with
the ability and liberality of the people interested. Brother Cochran reports 20
conversions, a slight increase on the collections and g100 expended in improve-
ments,

Newark has been served by one ot her own sons this year. Brother Bowen’s
health is poor but every department of the work has had his supervision, and the
results are fair.

New Church and Hallwood have been well served by Luther Poole, and
some success has been achieved. Three conversions. Collections increased and
Pittsville Church improved with new seats.

Omnancock has taken on new life, pastoral support was increased gi1oo, a
first-class financial system adopted and worked by the Stewards, an old debt of
$106.00 on the parsonage paid, $120 raised for improvements on parsonage. It
was decided to rebuild Leatherberry Chapel but winter set in before work was
begun. The collections are far in advance of any former year and seventy-six
souls have been converted. Brother Atkins, the pastor, is the moving spirit in all
these advances.

"Parksley is in the toils of a parsonage debt and offers the property for sale,
but the financial depression in that section makes purchasers scarce. Nine con-
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versions, a slight increase in the collections and $100 raised for improvements,
all points of progress.

Parsonsburg puts herself among the best circuits of the district by increasing
her salary to $700 and a proportionate increase all along the line.

The debt on the Pittsville Church has been considerably reduced and revival
efforts have been successful. Brother W. R. Gwinn, of the Baltimore Conference
is the efficient supply and his return is greately desired.

On Pocomoke Circuit a new church enterprise at Perry Hawkins’ school-house
is on foot. Brother Conway has had a year of splendid success in soul winning
and money gathering.

Pocomoke City, under the leadership of Brother wise, takes a long step for-
ward. The parsonage has been modernized and other improvements made at a
cost of $290, all paid and the benevolences show a handsome increase.

Powellville has a new church, at St. John’s, nearing completion. It will be
substantial and commodious and valued at $1200. Brother Hastings reports
seventy conversions and g70 for the benevolences.

Princess Anne maintains her record along all lines. The parsonage has
been improved by the addition of a front porch, the gift of Brother Thomas
Dixon, and the ladies have reduced the parsonage debt to $§200. Brother Shep-
pard reports several promising accessions to the church.

Brother Mitchell is closing his second year pleasantly at Quantico; ten con-
versions and benevolence increased.

At Marion Station, on Quinndocqua charge, a lot has been secured and paid
for on which to build a church and parsonage. Plans and specifications for a
church have been secured of the Church Extension Society and work will be com-
menced as soon as the weather will permit.

Quindocqua Church is in good condition financially and spiritually, twenty-
two conversions and collections in advance of any former year. Brother North-
rup is the energetic pastor.

Roxanna stands at the head of the district in the number of full members,
but her doing is not in keeping with her numbers; however, she is growing and
has made a good record this year; fifty-five conversions and the benevolences
well up. A handsome new church takes the place of the old Sound church.
Total g1,500; all provided for. Bro. Wyatt has given to Roxanna three years of
hard, enthusiastic and successful service, and made for himself a large place in
the hearts of the people.

The promise given by Read’s Wharf a year ago has not been realized for
reasons too many to mention here, and how to give her proper pastoral care is a
problem.

St. Peter’s is a model in the management of her finances; the pastor’s salary
and all other current expenses are raised in full, weekly. In spirituality she has
a tidal wave all the year around. She reports ninety-one conversions to date, and
a gracious revival in progress. The benevolences are largely in advance of the
splendid record of last year. Two new churches will be built next year, one at
Habnab, where we have a flourishing Sunday-school, a lot already paid for, and
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another to take the place of what is known as the Chapel. Brother Burr has
been the enthusiastic leader of these hosts for three years and his returnis greatly
desired.

Salisbury, under Brother Hill, still myves forward. Her spirituality is deepen-
ing and her liberality is broadening, as shown by twenty-one conversions and a
large increase on the benevolences. Her missionary offering has gone up $114 in
the two years of Brother Hill's pastorate. Salisbury sends up a most cordial invi-
tation to this body to hold its next session in that town.

Selbyville pays her old indebtedness of $120, takes care of a married man
and asks for his return ; conversions 17 and a slight increase in the collections.
The pastor, Brother Beauchamp, is a man of fine promise.

Sharptown as a station, with Brother Smoot as pastor, has done more for
benevolence and had more conversions than the whole eircuit last year.

Smith’s Island is in the advancing column. Salary $800, an increase ot 100,
and the collections are above last year. Conversions thirty. Be it said to the
praise of the Smith’s Island brethren, that when Brother Gray’s daughter was
drowned they offered a reward for the recovery of the body, and in addition to
this reward they paid all burial expenses. Last year they kept a sick pastor half
the year and paid the salary in full. These things indicate the spirit of these
people.

Snow Hill has painted at a cost of $110; all paid. She now has a splendid
church property, free of debt. She ought, and no doubt will, take a forward step in
helping others. Brother Sypherd’s two years work will long stand as a monument
of his faithfulness,

Somerset has given hearty response to Brother McFaull’s year of toil; forty
conversions, some increase on Conference collections, and $230 expended on im-
provements, chiefly on an iron fence around the church lot at Dame’s Quarter.
The Ladies’ Aid at Dame’s Quarter has bought a house and lot to be used as a
parsonage when necessary.

Stockton is another point afflicted by the oyster famine of Chincoteague bay»
Her report is much better than was expected.

Tangier Island, with Brother Webster as pastor, has made a surprising record
this year. The old parsonage debt of $475, has been paid and $30 invested in
improvements. The missionary collection goes up to $385, $81 increase over last
year, The collection for ¢ other purposes” is $118, and all the benevolences are
well up; conversions, 17.

Westover, a feeble circuit of four churches and paying $450 for pastoral sup-
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